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It Is Finished! 
By W. M. Czamanske 


6697 18 finished” Jesus cried 

I On the cross before He died. 
, All He came to do was done; | 
All we lost was now rewon. b - 
By the holy life He led, 

By the precious blood He shed, 

Ali our sinful debt was paid 

And a full atonement made. 


By His loud, expiring breath 67 


He dispelled the fear of death, HOM 


Fear of Satan and the grave, 
By His perfect power to save. 


With the prophecies fulfilled, 
With God’s righteous anger stilled, 
With our joy in Him complete, 

“It is finished !” we repeat. 


One Federal Council Error 


There would be a difference of opin- 
ion as to the Federal Council’s basic 
error. Probably the root of all is the 
denial by its leaders of foundation Bible 
truths, and this can be traced back to 
the Garden of Eden when Eve was 
ensnared by Satan’s subtle question, 
“Yea, hath God said?” The Federal 
Council’s erroneous philosophy was Well 
summarized by Dr. L. Nelson Bell, for- 
mer medical missionary to China and 
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one of the editors of the Southern Pres- 
byterian Journal, at a meeting of Pres- 
byterian elders, on August 6 in Green- 
ville, S.C. Dr. Bell said: “The trouble 
with the Federal Council is that it is 
based on a false premise. Every one of 
you are familiar with the story of the 
prodigal son. Our Saviour told that 
story of the prodigal son, the whole im- 
plication being the son going back to the 
father. But the work of the Federal 
Council is not to bring the son back to 
tHe father, but to make a pleasant place 
for the son. There is the underlying dif- 
ference. In other words, they are so 
busy making the world a better place 
that they lose sight of the fact that it 
cannot be done unless you have Chris- 
tians first.” This is not only a discern- 
ing criticism of the Federal Council’s 
activities, but it should serve as a check 
or standard to every one who is in Chris- 
tian service: our primary duty, as Chris- 
tian witnesses, is not “to make a pleasant 
place for the son,” but “to bring the son 
back to the father.” There is no thought 
here that all men are sons of God, for 
Dr. Bell believes in the necessity of the 


new birth through faith in the Lord 
Jesus Christ, as he clearly implies in his 
own statement. He has simply illus- 
trated his point, and done it well, by 
reference to the parable of the prodigal 
son. Whenever Satan can persuade us 
to reverse God’s order, and seek first 
“all these things” instead of “the king- 
dom of God, and his righteousness,” giv- 
ing more importance to the material 
than the spiritual, he has done some- 
thing to cripple our testimony. Our 
primary duty in this age — not our whole 
duty, but the first—is to follow the 
order laid down by the Apostle James 
at the Jerusalem council when he said, 
“Simeon hath declared how God-at the 
first did visit the Gentiles, to take out 
of them a people for his name” (Acts 
15:14); and to fulfill the great commis- 
sion to “preach the gospel to every crea, 
ture” (Mark 16:15). 





A 16-page booklet containing the addresses of 
Dr. Nelson Bell and other delegates to the con- 
ference, entitled “Some Reasons Why the 
Southern Presbyterian Church Should With- 
draw from the Federal Council of Churches,” 
may be had upon request from the Southern 
Presbyterian Journal, Weaverville, N, C. 


A Critique of the 
“Kingdom of God’ Theology 


An editorial by Ernest Gordon 


of the University of Erlangen is 

looked on as the ablest systematic 
theologian of Germany. He has pub- 
lished a powerful critique of the super- 
ficial “Kingdom of God” theology that 
is back of the theories of “social Chris- 
tianity.” In this he deals first with the 
Kantian ethic, which is at the root of 
the Unitarian Modernism of the past one 
hundred and fifty years, and which made 
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Comfort for Dark Days 


= “Behold, I lay ...a sure founda- 
tien: he that believeth shall not 


make haste” (Isa. 28:16). 




















self-esteem, respect for one’s personality 
and for human values the motive of 
right action. Luther lived two. centuries 
before Kant. He knew the deception of 
the human heart regarding its own 
capacities for right living, and opposed 
all theories of this sort with the Gospel 
of “by faith alone.” 


The True Source of Personal Morality 

“The man who seeks to realize goodness 
solely by his own effort,” says Professor 
Althaus, “is a man of self. He has for- 
gotten that he is a creature, that he re- 
ceives not only his being every moment 
from God, but also his moral worth. For 
God is Lord and Creator, an honor which 
He gives to no other. ‘It is he that hath 
made us, and not we ourselves,’ This 
word of the 100th Psalm refers not only 
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to man’s physical existence but to his 
moral existence also. Therefore the 
claim of men to create moral values by 
their own unaided moral activity was, 
according to Luther, the fundamental sin 
against the First Commandment. It robs 
God of His deity. It is the abandonment 
of the fear of God and‘an antichristian 
attack on God’s throne. Man, in his 
presumption, usurps what God had re- 
served for Himself alone, namely, to be 
the Creator of moral worth. He seeks to 
live of himself rather than of God. He 
lowers God to the status of an observer 
of human accomplishment, a sin, accord- 
ing to Luther, of the most fearful sort. 

“God alone has moral worth and He 
alone gives moral worth. God does not 
love us because of our moral character, 
but we have moral character because He 
loves us. 


“The Eternal Monk” and the 
Optimist 


“Luther’s battle against the self-right- 
eous man never loses its actuality for the 
self-righteous man does not die- out, 
even among evangelical Christians. We 
all carry within us, to use Luther’s 
phrase, ‘a great monk’ (that is one who 
is seeking to make merit rather than re- 
lying on God alone). But Luther’s bat- 
tle against the self-righteous man needs 
in our day an extension. The Gospel of 
,God’s deity must oppose not only ‘the 
eternal monk’ but the eternal optimist. 

“The pride of the self-moral man has 
entered another field of action. The 
question now is not so much the realiza- 
tion of one’s personal worth as of the 
salvation of the world, the attainment of 
the well-being of the masses, of human- 
ity. The work of the Christian commu- 
nity is, it insists, to help ‘bring in the 
Kingdom of God.’ This ideology is es- 
pecially American, yet we in Germany 
are not wholly immune to it.. In the 
Stockholm World Conference for Prac- 
tical Christianity of 1925, one heard from 
Americans such phrases as: 

“*We believe in the divine Kingdom. 
We have sworn to set up this Kingdom. 
Therefore are we here. We believe in 
the upward march of civilization through 
Christ.’ 

“In German churches, such words do 
not come so easily to mouth. Here they 
rather speak ‘of, bringing in a new day 
which will be a foretaste of God’s final 
Kingdom. This foretaste could be real- 
ized, they say, if only Christians did 
~their duty. 

“The Reformers believed that Chris- 
tian men should go into the world of 
selfishness, of passion, of demons, and of 
death with full devotion, in order that, 
even in this world of evil and death, 
God’s will should be done. Of this there 
can be no doubt. God calls us to face 
the needs of the time for earnest, cour- 
ageous, and concrete service, 

“But the important thing is with what 
thought we go into this service. The 
modérn iom of God’ theory is in- 
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terwoven with a philosophy of history, 
namely of the progressive realization of 
the Kingdom of God. 


Self-Righteousness in Social Action 


“This theory defiles Christian ethics. 
Men are not ready to give themselves 
quietly and simply to do the will of God. 
They are not willing only to obey. They 
must give to their obedience a quality 
of accomplishment and activity. The 
decisive question is whether Christen- 
dom will remember death. Death fixes 
not only the frontier of individual life 
but of all life. It stands between us and 
the Kingdom of God. Christendom, 
doomed to death as all things human, 
dishonors God in taking on its lips these 
phrases concerning the Kingdom of God, 
sinee the Kingdom of God is the end of 
death and God alone has power over 
death. He alone is the Creator of a life 
without dedth. 

“That which does not come by faith 
is sin, even if it has the most splendid 
program and shows the noblest devotion. 
What is the secularism of the world com- 
pared with this fearful secularizing of 
the Kingdom of God within the church 
itself. 

The Theology of Witness 


“Eschatology, which regards death and 
the possibility of the Antichrist, has 
nothing to do with the illusion and pride 
which would ‘bring in the Kingdom of 
God/ or ‘prepare the way for it.’ Chris- 
tian ‘activity does not bring in God’s 
Kingdom, or even a foretaste of it, as an 
historical condition. It is a witness that 
the Kingdom has come and is coming. . . . 

“Whether or no our activities are hem- 
med in by opposition, whether or no it 
be granted to Christianity through the 
generations to hold its front against the 
powers of evil, whether, or no every gen- 
eration must begin the old fight in new 
circumstances, whether or no our work 
and our effort become exhausted and 
collapse—in any case the activity of 

(Continued on page 1033) 








“Girls' Problems of Today” — 
Resuming a Popular Column 


ANY Tres readers will remember 
the interesting questions and an- 
swers which appeared regularly in the 
Tres in the department called “Girls’ 
Problems of Today,” and conducted by 
Mother Ruth. It began on April 21, 1923, 
and continued until the writer passed 
away in. January, 1939. Mother Ruth 
was a devoted Christian woman, a 
mother and grandmother, whose wise 
counsel helped untold numbers of girls 
and women, and who has been greatly 
missed by Times readers, There have 
been numerous requests that the depart- 
ment be restored. 
The Editors are now happy to an- 
nounce that another earnest Christian 
woman of wide experience will take up 
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this department in the Tues again in 
1948. To distinguish her from the earlier 
writer she will be called “Aunt Mary,” 
and, except for this pen name, she will 
remain anonymous. 


Aunt Mary has five grown children, 
and, as. she says, “one little boy in 
Heaven since his first year on earth.” 
One is engaged in full-time Christian 
service, and all the others are active in 
church and Sunday school work. If 
many details of the yeoman service that 
they are doing for the Lord were given, 
the fine family of which Aunt Mary and 
her good husband are the heads, would 
soon be discovered by TrmMEs readers near 
by, and some far away. It may be said 
that she is not in any way connected 
with anyone in the management of Tue 
Sunpay ScHoc: Trmes, though the fam-, 
ily is well known to the staff. Aunt 
Mary teaches an adult class on Sunday 
mornings, a young people’s class at night, 
and has other places of regular minis- 
try through the week. She writes: 


I have had a Sunday school class 
ever since I was thirteen or fourteen, 
and done personal work from that 
time, and still do wherever I am, as 
the Lord enables. Have taught groups 
of women and girls especially, but 
have had to help men and boys, too. 
Problems of married folks have also 
been pes into my ears for help. 

Lest the foregoing sound boastful, 
let me conclude by saying that the 
Lord makes known to me my utter 
worthlessness, and what an unprofit- 
able servant I am and always have 
been. If there is any gold, silver, or 
precious stones at His Judgment seat, 
it is wholly His grace and power, after 
patiently emptying me of myself. If 

rmitted, I would like to continue till 

e eomes serving Him with all humil- 
ity of mind, for. that surely becomes 
me. 

This brief description, and glowing tes- 
timony, should suffice to show Tres 
readers that the Editors have found an- 
other Christian woman with a loving 
heart, spiritual understanding, sancti- 
fied common sense, and much experi- 
ence, who is well qualified to help girls 
with their problems today. 7 


So, in order to help us start the 
column again in 1948, please send your 
letters now to Aunt Mary, in care of 
The Editers, The Sunday School Times, 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 


To READERS OF THE SURVEY 

EADERS of Mr. Ernest Gordon’s 

“Survey of Religious Life and 
Thought” have been in the habit of re- 
ferring to him questions on a great vari- 
ety of subjects, some of them far afield 
from the news items in his department. 
His correspondence has recently become 
rather heavy. It is therefore requested 
that all unnecessary correspondence be 
withheld, for the time being, and that 
all urgent correspondence be sent in 
care of the Editors, who will, if need 
be, refer such matters to Mr. Gordon. 


. 
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An answer upon which hangs your eternal destiny 
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Vil. Your Verdict 





“But who say ye that I am?” 
(Matt. 16:15). 


Tons article being the closing one in 
this series, I will call it, “Your Ver- 
dict.” 

Matthew, in his Gospel, tells how Jesus 
Christ on one occasion took His disciples 
apart and asked them, “Who do men say 
that the Son of man is?” And the dis- 
ciples gave Him the answers to that 
question. as they heard them given by 
the people on the streets, in the crowds 
and in the inns, as they talked together. 
Having heard what men were saying 
about Him, Christ Jesus then asked the 
disciples, “But who say ye that I am?” 
(Matt. 16:13-15). That is a question 
which the Lord Jesus Himself is con- 
stantly putting before each one of us, 
and upon our answer will depend in- 
evitably our eternal destiny. It isa 
question to which many people are try- 
ing to close their ears and eyes, and of 
which they are postponing proper con- 


sideration. Their excuse is that they are. 


too busy at present, or that they want to 
live out their lives in their own way and 
not take religion seriously until they get 
old and do not have much time left, 
Needless to say, all those who adopt 
either of these attitudes are running a 
very grave risk; they can never enjoy 
the true peace of heart and the fullness 
of joy that God has provided for all who 
put their trust in Him and that He de- 
sires believers to have as part of their 
rightful inheritance. 


, 


If We Would Form a True Estimate 


As we think of the foregoing articles, 
we see that the various verdicts depend- 
ed a good deal on the condition of the 
person’s own life and character. In 
almost every case, those whose words we 
have been considering were all con- 
scious of a peculiar need in their own 
lives, a need that they themselves were 
unable to meet and that no one had been 
able to meet for them until they came 
into contact with Jesus Christ. He met 
their need in every case, and they re- 
joiced in that knowledge and experience. 
I venture to suggest that, even today, no 
one is capable of rendering an adequate 
and a fitting estimate of the person of 
Jesus Christ, or even of forming such 
an estimate, unless and until he has be- 
come conscious of some need in his own 
heart which is quite beyond his power 
to meet and which, in so far as he 
knows, is equally beyond the power of 
any other one to meet, apart from the 
Lord Jesus Christ. Until a man becomes 
conscious of his own desperate need 
within his heart — until that takes place 
—he usually has neither the time nor 


It is not enough to consider what 
others think of Christ. Every indi- 
vidual who hears the Gospel must 
inevitably face the personal decision, 
“What shall I do then with Jesus?” 
Dr. Soltau, in this seventh and last 
article in the series, “Whom Say Ye 
That I Am?” shows the peril of ig- 
noring or postponing the answer to 
this vital question. 





the inclination to become acquainted with 
Christ Jesus or to learn how much He 
can do to meet that need, whatever its 
nature may be. 

* As to what your particular need may 
be, it is not for me to say, except that, 
in ‘the case of every single person whom 
I have met or to whom I have spoken 
on this subject, that need has centered 
around one little word— “sin.” For sin 
is universal, and it is responsible for all 
the sorrow and misery and heartache of 
which the world is so full these days. 
Loneliness, uncertainty, sorrow, fear, suf- 
fering, and all the other ills that are 
common to man, if traced back far 
enough, will be seen to spring from a 
common root, failure to obey God’s laws 
and to live in accordance with His re- 
vealed will. If you are conscious of that 
need in your own life, the question im- 
mediately arises, “What can you do about 
it?” 

Here again we find people bringing in 
different remedies. Some say, “I am go- 
ing to fight this thing through by myself, 
and I will try to live a better life from 
today on.” They still seek to depend on 
themselves for the victory and the prog- 
ress that they now realize they must 
have if their lives are going to be what 
they should and could mean, if they are 
lived out to the glory of God. All such 
efforts, however, are doomed to failure, 
for no man is able, in his own strength 
and by his own will, to conquer himself 
and all the forces of evil arrayed against 
him. Neither is any one able to do a 
single thing that can erase or amend his 
past record of failure and of mistakes. 

The first requirement then is the full 
recognition of my need and the frank 
acknowledgment of my own inability to 
meet it in any real way. 

The second requirement, and there are 
only two, is to come into contact with 
Him who alone can meet my need and 
then to commit myself, as I am, to Him 
and look to Him to handle my whole sit- 
uation just as He has promisec tu do. 
To have full confidence and trust in Him, 
I remind myself of the words of God the 
Father, “This is my beloved ‘Son, my 
chosen, hear ye him.” I remind myself 


* (3) 1031 


By T. STANLEY SOLTAU, D.D. 


also of the words of John the beloved 
Apostle, “We beheld his glory, glory as 
of the only begotten from the Father, 
full of grace and truth.” I ask myself as 
to His qualifications, and the declaration 
of John the Baptist comes ringing down 
across the centuries, “Behold the Lamb 
of God, that taketh away the sin of the 
world.” With it also, I hear the verdict 
of those early disciples, “We have found 
the Messiah (which is, being interpreted, 
Christ)” (John 1:41); “We have found 
him, of whom Moses in the law, and the 
prophets wrote” (John 1:45); “Thou art 
the Son of God; thou art King of Israel” 
(John 1;49). 


Faith Strengthening Testimonies 


If there are still questions in my mind 
as to His ability to help me, I strengthen 
my faith with the testimony of the poor 
woman of Samaria, “Come, see a man, 
who told me all things that ever I did”; 
with the statement of the people in her 
town which they made a few days later, 
“Now we believe, ... for we have heard 
for ourselves, and know that this is in- 
deed the Saviour of the world” (John 4: 
41, 42). I can then go on and refresh my 
mind with the statements and the expe- 
riences of the centurion, who sent a plea 
to the Lord Jesus to speak a word that 
his desperately ill servant might be 
healed; to that of the man born blind, 
who was made to see, not merely the 
physical world all about him, but the 
deity of Jesus Christ as well: I hear the 
verdicts of Caiaphas, of Pilate, of the 
centurion at the crpss, all of whom, 
whether willingly or otherwise, testified 
to the superhuman power, righteousness 
and authority so marvelously manifested 
in the person of Christ Jesus. Finally, 
I think of what those men who knew 
Him most intimately of all, and who 
served Him so long and so faithfully de- 
clared about Him — those men whose in- 
timate knowledge of Him had come to 
them after He had been put to death on 
the cross and had risen from the dead. 
They acknowledged Him as, “My Lord 
and my God” (John 20:28); as “Lord 
and Christ” (Acts 2:36); “The Son of the 
living God” (Matt. 16:16): and as the 
“One who is able,” able for any need, 
any emergency and any situation and 
any person. 

Now a most interesting and remark- 
able fect is that ever since the time in 
which the various experienees and ver- 
dicts of these different people were re- 
corded, the same things have been dupli- 
cated in the lives of tens of thousands 
of others, and are being duplicated to- 
day all over this land and in all lands 
where the Gospel of Jesus Christ is be- 
ing proclaimed. 
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It has been my privilege to hear men 
and women of almost every conceivable 
station in life, and of many different 
colors and nationalities, all over the 
world, render the same verdict. I have 
seen the same transforming effect in 
their lives that we have seen in the lives 
of those whom we have been consider- 
ing in these articles. These results are 
brought about, not through a course of 
education or training, nor through a 
course of specified conduct or ac- 
tivities, but simply through ‘an intel- 
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ligent and definite act of faith by which 
Jesus Christ is accepted as Saviour and 
Lord, and as the One who Himself is able 
to meet any and every need. Therefore 
all needs and problems have been com- 
mitted to Him with joyous abandon and 
with confidence and assurance. 

If it were possible, I would like to ask 
each reader of this article, “What is your 
verdict concerning the person of Christ 
Jesus? Have you really experienced Him 
in your life as Saviour and as Lord?” 

Mempuis, TENN. 


A world-wide demand for the Scriptures and 
America's great opportunity to supply them 


CO: of the characteristic weaknesses 
of man is to take for granted his 
greatest blessings, and the Bible is one 
of these blessings that is likely to be 
taken for granted. Many own a Bible 
or have . ccess to one at any time. Many 
have enriched their souls by study of 
it in early days and have stored their 
memories with some of its precious 
words that still serve like anchors in a 
storm. But, likewise, many seldom go 
to the Bible afresh and possibly haye 
thought little of their responsibility of 
sharing it with others. 

Here lies the value of Bible Sunday, 
celebrated by many churches on the 
second Sunday of December each year. 
In spite of the fact that on every Sun- 
day of the year the Bible is read and 
sung and preached from in every church, 
there’ is need tHat Christians be re- 
minded of the blessings God’s Word has 
brought to them and of their responsi- 
bility. to share these blessings. 

So, for many years now, the American 
Bible Society. has been, promoting the 
observance of Universal Bible Sunday 
the world around. Every means within 
reach is employed to remind the people 
of our own and other countries of the 
indispensable place that the Bible holds 
in the world’s life; what foundations it 
has laid, what power it possesses to es- 
tablish and maintain peace, and, most of 
all, its unrivalled place in the winning 
of men to Christ as Saviour and Lord. 

Churches, schools, libraries, radio sta- 
tions, governments, industrjes are all 
encouraged to celebrate the possession 
' of God’s Word and commend its useful- 
ness — this, year on Sunday, December 
14. .Bible Sunday in 1947 is perhaps one 
of the most important that has ever 
presented itself to the American peo- 
ple, for never in the history of the 
nation have there been needs so vast 
and opportunities so wide open. What 
are some of them? 


In many paris of the world, the World 


eaten 


By FRANGSS C. STIFLER, D.D. 
Secretary For Public Relations, American Bible Society 


War retarded, if it did not entirely shut 
off, the production of Bibles. Because 
of shortages of paper and other mate- 
rials there will even be a dearth of Eng- 
lish Bibles, so the publishers say, until 
the end of 1948. This is particularly 
true in England. As for the continent 
of Europe, it was estimated in July this 
year that there was an immediate need 
for seven million Bibles, of which five 
million are needed in Germany alone. 

Most of this need, it should be re- 
membered, is in countries which, be- 
fore the war, produced their own Bibles. 
Since-the days of Luther, Germany has 
beeri the foremost Bible producing 
nation on the continent. Yet now, with- 
out help from outside, she has neither the 
materials nor the financial resources to 
supply her own needs—and we are all 
aware that the kind of Germany that 
must emerge from the present situation 
is a Bible-reading and a Bible-loving 
Germany. 

In other areas of the world, huge 
populations are just becoming acquainted 
with the Bible and are demanding copies 
by the millions. This is particularly true 
of Japan. Since V-J Day the Japanese 
people, released from a long bondage to 
a military totalitarian state, have real- 
ized that religion is something quite 
apart from government, especially such 
an Emperor deifying government as 
Japan had during and just before the 
war. Because of the popularity of Gen- 
eral MacArthur and the occupation 
forces, there has been an almost unbe- 
lievable demand for both Japanese and 
English Scriptures. Chaplains, mission- 
aries, and Japanese Christian leaders 
have asked for at least 2,500,000 Jap- 
anese New Testaments, 100,000 Japanese 
Bibles, and another 100,000 English 
Bibles, The English Bible has been made 
the textbook of classes in English, in 
both schools and colleges. Here is an 
opportunity which General MacArthur 
himself declares has not confronted the 


October 25, 1947 


Christian church since the days of the 
apostles. 

The situation in China is somewhat 
different and very much more demand- 
ing. Vast numbers of China’s millions, 
especially under the Chiang Govern- 
ment and among the student classes, are 
devoted to the Bible. In many of the 
great universities, both of North and 
West China, the students have bound 
themselves together into Christian fel- 
lowships. They meet Sunday evenings 
for worship, and are active, aggressive, 
and almost militant in their zeal to 
spread the Gospel. When a consignment 
of Scriptures is made available they 
clamor for them with an eagerness that 
is sometimes almost uncontrollable. 
There are printing presses in China, but 


_paper is almost nonexistent, and this 


greatly curtails the printing of the 
Scriptures, 

Similar stories might be brought from 
Korea, the Philippines, Siam, India, and 
Latin America. In many countries there 
are active literacy campaigns under way 
which, of course, will mean a greater 
interest in the Bible. 

And what does all this signify to 
American Christians? It is a clarion 
call to the churches of America to be- 
come, for the time being, that store- 
house of the world’s Bible supply. Eng- 
land, through her great British and 
Foreign Bible Society, will do her share, 
but Britain’s present economic situation 
prevents her from doing for the time 
being what she would. Until mare nor- 
mal conditions are restored in the 
world’s economy, the Christian people 
of America must be alert to the unpre- 
cedented clamor for Scriptures coupled 
with the inability of many nations to 
supply their own copies. 

Bible Sunday in 1947 should serve to lay 
this obligation joyously upon the hearts 
of both our churches and individuals. The 
churches operate through the American 
Bible Society, which is the agent of them 
all for translating, publishing, distribut- 
ing, and encouraging the use of the 
Bible, throughout the world. Oné hun- 
dred 2nd thirty-one years of devoted con- 
centration upon this one task has lent 
a skill and-resourcefulness to the Amer- 
ican Bible Society that is a great asset 
in the present crisis. The present de- 
mand for Scriptures, unobtainable else- 
where, which the American Bible Soci- 
ety must provide, if they are ‘to be 
provided at all, calls for almost two 
dollars from the churches and from in- 
dividuals, for every single dollar given 
before the war. Next year, unless the 
American people rise to meet this call, 
the Bible Society will have to say to 
many of these eager peoples, seeking the 
Light as they never before sought it, 
“Sorry, but we have no means for pub-" 
lishing more books for you.” This would 
be a tragedy of the first order. Bible 
Sunday may help prevent it. 

New York Cry. 
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The McAuley Water Street Mission 


Seventy-five years of God's faithfulness on New York's “ east side” 


T WAS on October 8, 1872, about eight 

and a half years after the late Jerry 
McAuley was given his pardon from 
Sing Sing, New York’s state prison, by 
the late Governor Horatio Seymour, that 
Jerry, inspired of God, opened the doors 
of what is believed to be the first rescue 
mission in the world. It was known as 
“The Helping Hand for Men,” and was 
located at 316 Water Street, on the lower 
east side of New York, almost directly 
under the old Brooklyn Bridge, Few in- 
stitutions in New York or elsewhere 
have had a more inspiring history. Here, 
on this hallowed spot, literally thousands 
have responded to the loving invitation 
of the Lord Jesus Christ,. who said, 
“Come unto me, all ye that labour and 
are heavy laden, and I will give you 
rest.” 

Soon Jerry McAuley saw the increds- 
ing need, and realized that a larger and 
better equipped building could serve the 
Lord’s interests in a more effective way, 
and he confidently believed it would be 
the spiritual birthplace of many more 
poor, helpless sinners. So, about four 
years later, in 1876, another building was 
erected on the same spot, and it also be- 
came famous for the same reasons as 
the original mission building. The build- 
ings were different, but the Gospel re- 
mained the same, and was at all times 
the “power of God unto salvation to 
every one that believeth.” 

Then, after more than three decades, 
thirty-five years later, to be exact, dur- 
ing the administration of the late Mr. 
John Wyburn, still another building was 
envisioned, and with the Lord’s help be- 
came a reality. This building, erected in 
1911, still stands, and became known as 
“The Old McAuley Mission,” but is in- 
corporated under the name of “McAuley 
Water Street Mission.” 

In 1927, during the administration of the 
late A. L. Jones, and through the gracious 
generosity of the late John Markle, a 
unit was added, known as the Markle 
House. It is exclusively a dormitory for 
men. This building is unique in its 
facilities to serve those who are home- 
less and require a place of temporary 
shelter. Any man is welcome at all 
times, and the staff members who have 
charge of this unit do everything pos- 
sible to make this house a home. 

Seventy-five years have run their 
course since the mission was established, 
and they are filled, with the most 
thrilling memories. During that time, 
many faithful men and women have car- 
ried on the work of its founder, whose 
heart throbbed with areal passion for the 
souls of men, An institution of this kind 
does not run by its own momentum, 


By LUDWIG B. ARMERDING, 
Superintendent 


Down through the years successive 
boards of trustees, men of vision, self- 
sacrifice, and endowed with the spirit of 
their predecessors, have conscientiously 
directed its affairs. Their loyalty has 
perpetuated a service to Christ and man- 
kind that will never be forgotten. 

And Christian friends have everywhere 
given in no less and in amazingly gener- 
ous ways to this great work in the inter- 
est of the spiritual and material welfare 
of their fellow men. To these faithful and 
loyal friends, the mission owes much, and 
we who serve here assure them of our 
sincere appreciation. Many such friends 
of the past have also remembered the 
mission in their wills, and these legacies 
have served a very worthy purpose. 
In their behalf, we recall the words of 


Christ, who said, “Inasmuch as ye have > 


done it unto one of the least of these my 
brethren, ye have done it unto me.” 
One year ago, we hardly expected to 
celebrate another anniversary at the 
Water Street address, but we are still 
here, and up to this time we have not 
been able to find a new location for the 








Beginning at Jerusalem 


By Hugh Gibson 
“And that repentance and remission of sins 

should be preached in his name among all 
pega beginning at Jerusalem.”—Luke 24:47. 
47, 

ERUSALEM, Lord? 

Shall we go there and preach Thy 

grace , 

To men who spat upon Thy face? 
Shall “mercy free” be freely given 
To those who saw Thy body riven? 
Can: love still flow to men who stood 
And cried but yesterday for blood? 
Does “whosoever” mean that now 
Who pressed the thorn into Thy brow; 
That he can join the holy throng ~- 
And sing the everlasting song? 
Will you forgive the Roman “brave” 
Who pierced Thy side and caused the 

wave 
Of crimson blood that cleanses sin, 
So. he can freely enter in? 
And, standing spotless, see. Thy face? 
O matchless, boundless, crowning grace! 


O wondrous, glorious, blessed Lord, 

To stay from men their just reward: 

And offer Pharisee and priest : 

A place within the “marriage feast” 

Jerusalem that spurned your King, 

Good news ! Good news to you we bring: 

The Gospel first to you is given; 

This His commandment voiced from 
Heaven ! 

Tell it abroad, beneath, above! 

Our Jesus is the God of love! 
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x 
mission. The necessity for a change in 
location lies in the fact that the Housing 
Administration has condemned this area 
for a low-cost housing project, and we 
are compelled to move elsewhere. It is 
possible that this may be our last anni- 
versary here, but we are grateful that 
the seventy-fifth anniversary can be cel- 
ebrated on the original site. 


We believe that the Lord has had His 
hand in all of this, and it is our purpose 
to press on with unflinching trust and 
faith in Him, “being confident of this 
very thing, that he which hath begun a 
good work in you [us], will perform it 
until the day of Christ.” We look back 
with praise and thanksgiving, and for- 
ward with growing confidence that He 
is able to do exceedingly abundantly 
above all that we could ask or think, 

New York Ciry, * 


A Critique of the 
“Kingdom of God” Theology 


(Continued from second page) 


Christians is to be a witness to the King- 
dom of God and as such it is service in 
the Kingdom of God. 

“What significance the work of the 
church in the world has for the final 
coming of God’s Kingdom, how far the 
earthly, building and organization out of 
love to Christ may have importance in 
God’s plan for the building of ‘the eter- 
nal city,’ is hid from our eyes. God alone 
knows. To our activities it should make 
no difference since the significance of 
our Christian activity stands alone in be- 
ing a witness to the Kingdom, Hence it 
is sober, free from illusion, humble, It 
avoids large phrases, can concern itself‘ 
with little things, and on principle re- 
fuses to compete with those who under- 
take to ‘reconstruct’ the world, 


An Analogy From Death 


“Does one think that this ethic of mere 
witness lacks weight and impetus, that 
weight is only where an historical pic- 
ture of the future attracts, where belief 
in Christian progress fires men’s hearts? 

“I put a counterquestion. To nothing 
are men so passionately devoted as to the 
fight against death. Here all are at one 
— physicians, laity, lawgivers. Does the 
strength of this battle diminish from the 
fact that men know it ultimately un- 
availing? 

“Finally, how can abandonment of be- 
lief in progress paralyze Christian ac- 
tivity when God’s will calls on us to tes- 
tify to His Kingdom? There is nothing 
which puts.men more earnestly to work 
than God’s will. It makes us responsible 
for the witness today regardless of all 
theorizing. In this world of evil, death 
is law, disillusionment is ever present 
with bitter experiences of both men and, 
systems. But the activity into which the 
Gospel calls us and accompanies us to 
the end, never wearies.” 
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ARIAN’S Book of Bible Stories. 
M By Marian Schoolland. (Wm. B. 

Eerdmans Pub. Co. Grand 
Rapids 3, Mich., $3.50.) There are many 
storytellers who have made the Bible 
come alive for little children, but Miss 
Schoolland does something more than 
that. Remembering that the Bible is 
God’s revelation, she centers all her 
tales around His love, mercy, and care, 
and alsg His anger against sin. And 
the Lord Jesus is shown to be the Christ, 
very God and Saviour. The volume, 
which is a large one, with print suited 
to very young readers, is divided into 
twenty-two parts each for the Old and 
New Testaments, with an average of 
five chapters to the part. The full-page 
illustrations are new, original drawisigs 
by Reynold Weidenaar, That the author 
is a trained teacher of little children is 
evidenced by the perfect simplicity of 
her modern English. Two paragraphs, 
chosen at random, will illustrate: 

“But Cain did not love God., As he 
watched the gift burn on the altar, Cain 
was not happy. He knew, deep down 
in his heart, that God did not want his 
gift. God wants us to love Him first. 
‘Then He will take our gifts.” 

“When Jesus died, God shook the city 
of Jerusalem. And He shook the little 
hill where the three crosses stood. The 
people felt the ground shake under their 
feet. They saw stones come tumbling 
down the hill. And they were afraid. 
They hurried home. They said, ‘Oh! 
oh! What kind of a man was this 
Jesus?’” 


Flying with the Air-Sea Rescue Serv- 


ice. By Lewis E. Theiss. (W. A. Wilde | 


Co., Boston 16; $2.25.) Four young men, 
the crew of a C-47 transport, are on 
their way home to be mustered out of 
the service, after several months of 
active duty in the American Air Trans- 
port Command. They are firm friends, 
knowing well each other’s worth be- 
cause of their close association through 
many experiences, and they are sad at 
the thought of the parting soon to take 
place. The pilot, Ginger Hale, and the 
co-pilot, Smith Williams, have positions 
awaiting them with Pan American Air- 
ways, but the flight engineer, Colvin 
Criswell, and the radio flight officer, 
Henry Dewire—Peewee -for short — 
have nothing in view. On this last lap 
of their flight homeward, they aid in 
the rescue of four sailors on a rubber 
raft and see the shipwrecked crew of 
* a Coast Guard picket boat in Newfound- 
land brought to safety. This gives them 
a’ taste of the joy and satisfaction that 
comes from saving human life. 
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After reaching home they have an- 
other life-saving experience, and learn 
for the first time of the new Interna- 
tional Air-Sea Rescue Service. Peewee 
and Criswell are so thrilled with this 
Service, and so eager to use their knowl- 
edge and skill to the best advantage, 
that they enlist in this new branch of 
the Coast Guard. The remainder of 
the book is the story of their assign- 
ments, which involve many interesting 
and breath-taking flights and rescues, 
climaxing in saving from almost certain 
death their beloved former pilot, Gin- 
ger Hale, by a most spectacular rescue. 
All technical details of this tale are ac- 
curate, and it is illustrated with official 
photographs. It is an excellent book 
for boys, not only because of the inter- 
esting action but also because of the 
high ideals and integrity of the heroes 
—our traditional American ideals. 
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The Spirit of the Eagle 


By Meritt Parmelee Allen. (Long- 
mans, Green and Co.,, Inc., New York, ‘ 
3; $2.50.) 


T WAS strange to be the only white 

person left after a Pawnee raid, and 
stranger still to be set free with food 
and a good pony. But Thorp Mason 
was thankful to be’alive, and, when 
found by Captain Bonneville’s party, 
there began a friendship that was to 
hold through such adventures and hard- 
ships as few would believe possible. 
For Bonneville, sent by the U. S. Army 
to discover, chronicle, and map the en- 
tire West, was both dreamer and doer, 
and a winsome personality as well. And 
his men would die for him or with him. 
As Thorp’s story progresses, one is 
amazed that they did not die, for the 
vast territory put in their path every- 
thing it had—unscalable cliffs, can- 
yons with roaring rivers two thousand 
feet below, the murderous Blackfeet In- 
dians, the demons of cold and hunger. 
Once the boy was so far gone as to 
babble in delirium though still plodding 
on. But the band came through, doing 
its intrepid utmost to write our Western 
history in American and not British 
schoolbooks. Interwoven with the life 
of this iron-blooded lad is a mystery 
that gives the book its title, and holds 
one in suspense until the denouement 
on the last page. It is a tale to quicken 
the pulse of every patriot, and one so 
clean and devoid of profanity that the 
author deserves high praise for his un- 
usual standards. 
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October 25, 1947 


New Books for Children and Youth 


Appraising some of the latest and best books of adventure, biography, 
Bible story, geography, history, missionary heroism, and juvenile fiction 


The Year of the Tiger. By John 
Bechtel. (Moody Press, Chicago 10; 
$1.50.) Heathen China! What a picture 
it is! The dramatic events, portrayed 
in this volume by a missionary who 
knows at firsthand whereof he writes, 
occurred during the period covered by 
three Years of the Tiger—1914, 1926, 
1938. Here the reader sees the super- 
stition, the cheapness of human life, 
and the gross sin so open and preva- 
lent in this land where Christ is so 
little known. At the opening of the 
story we see Tsui Sz-tong, a wealthy 
silk merchant, with a fine home, a beau- 
tiful daughter, and everything heart 
could wish, gambling away all his pos- 
sessions, including his daughter, and 
then taking his own life. His entire 
estate became the property of the man 
to whom he lost the mah-jongg game, 
the coarse, repulsive swine merchant, 
Haan Tsoi-ka. From~-then on, the story 
tells what befell Chan-po, Tsui Sz-tong’s 
beautiful and refined daughter —her 
loss of everything she held dear, includ- 
ing her young lover, and her degrada- 
tion as a concubine of the swine mer- 
chant, whose fortunes soon went from 
good to bad, to worse, and finally :to 
the worst. At her death, the story fol- 
lows the fortunes of Po-nim, her baby 
daughter—and here the hand of the 
Lord is seen, for Po-nim at an early age 


in miraculous ways is cared for and her . 


life so ordered that she comes to know 
Jesus Christ as her Saviour. Her story is 
1appier, and finally, as a beloved daughter- 
in-law,- she comes to live in the very 
house and very room where her young 
mother spent her innocent girlhood. 
She learns who she really is through 
an old-time resident, who remembers 
the story of Tsui Sz-tong’s downfall. 
Even Chan-po’s lover comes into the 
story again! Po-nim’s husband is a 
Christian young man of real character, 
and their baby girl they name Chan-po. 
They live happily ever after, for they 
are Christians who know that “faith is 
the victory that overcomes the world.” 


It Seems Like Magic. By Josephine 
van Dolzen™ Pease. Illustrations by 
Esther Friend. (Rand McNally and Co., 
Chicago 5; $2.50) “Finding Out About 
Things Iz Fun” is the title’ of the first 
story in this most attractively written and 
illustrated book for small children, five 
to nine years of age. Facts about trains, 
ships, automobiles, airplanes, steam, gas- 
oline, magnets, Diesel engines, rocket 
planes, jet planes, radar, and, yes, even 
facts about atoms and atomic energy are 
given here in simple lahguagé. The “do- 
things power” and the “rules that things go 
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by” are emphasized. It is a science book 
for five-year-olds, and they can under- 
stand it, too. The pictures are of the 
kind to appeal to young children, and 
most of them are colored. There is a 
picture on every page. The book is 
bound in cloth and contains eighty 
pages. 

Goon Walford Fights Back. By Ber- 
nard Palmer. (Van Kampen Fress, Chi- 
cago 5; $1.25.) When Bill, the preacher’s 
kid, moved into Rushville, the one 
wondered very much what he would 
like. And what a disappointment when 
he proved to be a sissy! Or was he? 
True, as a Christian, Bill wouldn’t 
smoke, deceive, or go to shows, but the 
number of things he did know how to 
do was astonishing. It was astonishing, 
too, how quickly and naturally the 
other boys seemed to learn from him 
their need of a Saviour. Their whole- 
hearted conversions, one after another, 
form the main thread of the story, 
though snipe-hunting, a rattlesnake 
bite, a town fire, and a counterfeiter’s 
cave offer some thrilling side lines. 


The Honored Guest. By Sarah Eliza- 
beth Gosselink. (Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub. 
Co., Grand Rapids 3, Mich., 75 cents.) 
Bethany takes on new meaning through 
the reading of this book. The raising 
of Lazarus is portrayed in such a way 
as to make the story real and touching. 
While many of the characters are imag- 
inary, they are devout and fit into the 
story very well. The author is careful 
to adhere strictly to the Biblical narra- 
tive and magnifies the Word of God for 
what it is. The romance between Han- 
nah, who serves in the Bethany house- 
hold, and Nathan, the kinsman of Laza- 
rus, is wholesome and uplifting. The 
conversion of Joram, Hannah’s brother- 
in-law is well presented. The book is 
designed for teen-agers, but will prove 
interesting and refreshing to many 
adults also. The binding should be im- 
proved to conform more to the excel- 
lent content of the book. 


Patty Paints a Picture. By Laura Ban- 
non. (Albert Whitman and Co., Chi- 
cago 6; $2.) Every boy and girl will 
enjoy this book, but any child who likes 
to draw will be especially delighted with 
it. It is the story of a little girl, Patty, 
who wants to paint a picture of her kit- 
ten for her newly decorated room.. Patty 
takes her kitten to her classrcom in the 
city art museum in order ‘that her 
teacher might help her make a more 
accurate painting. Here the children 
discuss their art problems, which should 
be of help to young artists. The search 
through the museum for the lost kitten 
will prove exciting for the boys and 
girls. The large, richly colored pictures 
are excellent, and are marked by the 
humor and detail that all children love. 


Secret Passage. A mystery story for 
girls. By Betty Cavanna; illustrated by 
Jean MacLaughlin, (John C. Winston 
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Co., Philadelphia 7; $2.) Sally Brinton, 
a twelve-year-old Quaker maid, was 
privileged, in 1859, to visit her Aunt 
Charlotte and Cousin Dorothea at a 
Virginia. slave plantation. The slaves 
belonging to her: aunt were loved and 
cared for, but when Sally and her cousin 
“Dodie” were included in a social call 
made on “Aunt” Patricia Padbury, on 
a neighboring plantation, she came into 
intimate contact with slavery at its 
worst, 

Her visit, on the whole, was most en- 
joyable, but there was a tinge of real 
sorrow on the day before she took her 
leave when she learned that it was nec- 
essary-for her aunt to sell her beautiful 
home, including all of her faithful slaves 
—and to none other than Mr, Padbury! 








TOMORROW 


BOOKS FOR THE WORLD OF 


BOOK WEEK 


Reyes VST 


The 28th National Observance of Children’s 

Book Week will be celebrated this year in the 

week of November 16-22. This year's poster, 

reproduced above, hes been designed by Ingri 

and Edgar Parin d‘ Aulsire, well-known illus- 
trators of children's books. 











There was news from home, however, 
that quickly claimed all of Sally’s atten- 
tion. Her family was moving from 
Philadelphia to Haddonfield, N. J. She 
was shocked and heartsick at first, little 
realizing what a wealth of experiences 
were opening up for her in the very 
near future. Slavery problems were 
not confined to the South —the Under- 
ground Railroad went right through 
Haddonfield, and, her own dear father 
was one of those who actively assisted 
many of the poor creatures to escape. 
But the thrilling moment of Sally’s life 
came when she was able to help in the 
escape of some of the very slaves she 
had learned to know and love on her 
aunt’s plantation—and all because she 
kept on looking for a secret passage. 

The story was written for girls, but it 
is full of excitement and historical in- 
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terest for all. The black-and-white 
illustrations are cleverly done, and are 
most appropriate. 


The Temple Builders. By Helen A. 
Maxfield. (Zondervan Pub. House, Grand 
Rapids 2, Mich., Director’s Manual, $1.50; 
Junior and Intermediate Teachers’ Note- 
book, 50 cents; Primary Teacher’s Note- 
book; 50 cents; Junior and Intermediate 
Puzzle Book, 20 cents; Primary Color 
Book, 15 cents; and All-Ages Scrapbook, 
50 cents.) In the Director’s Manual, Miss 
Maxfield has formulated a_ ten-:lay 
D.V.B.S, study course, around the theine 
of our body being God’s temple, which 
though stolen by Satan, must now have 
a re-created soul and be given back to 
its Builder. Each day’s session in the 
school extends from 9 to 11.30 and in- 
cludes Scripture reading, prayer, songs 
(titles are suggested), Bible drills, puz- 
zles, handwork, scrapbook entries, the 
missionary story, and the day’s Bible 
teaching. The missionary stories, which 
in this series are on India, are unusually 
good, the first five days using the Life 
of Pandita Ramabai. Detailed directions 
accompany the scrapbook cartoons. The 
evangelisti¢ accent is progressive 
throughout. the period, leading to the 
last emphasis on the truth that either 
Jesus is on the cross and we are on the 
throne, or, we are on the cross and He 
is on the throne, 


Open Windows. By Clara Bernhardt. 
(Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub. Co., Grand 
Rapids 3, Mich., $1.50.) Peter Ingram, 
home from service in the RCAF, seemed 
unable to crawl out of his shell of cyni- 
cal brooding. Especially after meeting 
an overseas buddy, he wondered if any- 
thing could possibly give point and 
power to the daily grind. Karen, beau- 
tiful and possessive, was no help at all. 
But Peter’s twin brother, Paul, though 
a tuberculosis invalid, had certainly dis- 
covered the secret of happy living. So 
had Linda Lee, an alert and radiant girl 
who could make a piano talk. So also 
had a young Jewish violinist and his 
wife. All these, and others, God uses 
to straighten Peter’s mental and spir- 
itual tangles, while General Dobbie, hero 


of Malta, encourages the boy to a full de- 


cision. 

The story is timely, well written, and 
helps one understand the inner chaos of 
war veterans. Also it opens clear win- 
dows on the fallacies of Christian Sci- 
ence, the ‘cause and cure of anti-Semi- 
tism, and the manner in which a sincere 
secker after God may become a joyous 
finder. Its embroidery of music and 
poetry is delightful. 


The Fearless Four. By Ilse Lefton 
Schlaitzer; illustrations by Jean R. Ham- 
mond. (William H. Dietz, Inc., Chicago 
3; $1.) Bop, Dick, Bill, and Tom, being 
chums, form a club called “The Fearless 
Four.” They are fine boys and always 
go to Sunday school. But at a party 

(Continued on nane 1142) 
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Interndtional Uniform Lesson 





LESSON 6. NOVEMBER 9. A CALL TO RIGHT LIVING (Temperance Lesson 


1 Peter; Daniel 1 (in this order); printed text, 1 Peter 1:13-23, 4:1-5 
Golden Text.—Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of God.—1 Cor. 10:31 


Kore James Vension ; 
Pet. 1:13 Wherefore gird up the loins of your mind, be sober, 
to the end for the grace that is to be brought unto you 
at the revelation of Jesus Christ; 
ient children, not fashioning yourselves according to 
the former lusts in your ignorance: 

15 But as he which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all 
manner of conversation; 

16 Because it is written, Be ye holy; for I am holy. 

17 And if ye call on the Father, who without respect of pérsons 
judgeth according to every man’s work, pass the time of your 
sojourning here in fear: 

18 Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with cor- 


ruptible things, as silver and gold, from your vain conversation ° 


recsived by tradition from your fathers; 

19 But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without 
blemish and without spot: 

20 Who verily was foreordained before the foundation of the 
world, but was manifest in these last times for you, 

21 Who by hirh do believe in God, that raised him up from the 
dead, and gave him glory; that your faith and hope might be in 


22 Seeing ye have purified your souls in obeying the truth 
through the Spirit unto unfeigned love of the brethren, see that ye 
love one another with a pure heart fervently: 

23 Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, 
by the word of God, which liveth and abideth for ever. 


Chap. 4:1 Forasmuch then as Christ hath suffered for us in the 
flesh, arm yourselves likewise with. the same mind: for he that 
hath suffered in the flesh hath ceased from sin; 

2 That he no longer should live the rest of his time in the flesh 
to the lusts of men, but to the will of God. 

3 For the time past of our life may suffice us to have wrought 
the will of the Gentiles, when we walked in lasciviousness, lusts, 
excess of wine, revellings, banquetings, and abominable idolatries: 

4 Wherein they think it strange that ye run not with them to 
the same excess of riot, speaking evil of you: 

5 Who shall give account to him that is ready to judge the quick 
and the dead. 


The International Uniform Sunday School Lesson Outlines are copy- 
righted by the International Council of Religious Education, 
and used by permission. 


The Lesson es e Whole 


By H. A. lrenside, Lit.D. 
Approach to the Lesson 
Letters of Peter were addressed 
primarily to Christian Jews of the 
dispersion, scattered throughout the 
various countries of western Asia. These 
believers were subject to peculiar temp- 
tations because of the fact that they were, 
by their conversion to Christ, largely cut 
off from their former associates and the 
restraints of the synagogue, and also be- 
cause they were living among the hea- 
then, where they were exposed to all 
kinds of evil influences. Peter exhorts 
them to maintain their pilgrim character, 
for just as their forefathers had been 
saved from the judgment that fell on the 
first-born in Egypt and brought to God 
in the wilderness, so had they been re- 
deemed by the precious, blood of Christ 
and set apart as a pilgrim people, pass- 
ing on through the wilderness of this 
world to the inheritance laid up for them 
in Heaven. And as the nation of Israel 
was, born out of the affliction they had 
been freed from, so these had been born 
again and as new-born babes they needed 
to be nourished on the pure milk of the 
Word. Exposed to danger on every hand, 
they need not be surprised at the suffer- 
ings they would be called upon to en- 
dure. Rather were they to account it 
an honor to suffer for Christ’s sake; but 
they were to be careful not to bring up- 
on themselves needless distress because 
of any ill behavior on their part. As 
they thus endeavored to honor the Lord 
who had redeemed them, they could 
count on Him for sustaining grace in 
every hour of trial and testing, assured 
that they were kept by His almighty 
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power and that He would never forsake 
those who put their trust in Him and 
walked in obedience to His revealed will. 


The Historical Setting 


This First Letter of Peter was written, 
in all probability, to “those of the cir- 
cumcision” who believed, at about the 
time that Paul was in prison in Rome. 
It had been arranged at the council in 
Jerusalem (Acts 15; Gal. 2) that Paul 
should go to the Gentiles and Peter to 
the Jews.’ In writing his Epistles Peter 
was helping to fulfill that special min- 
istry committed to him. His inspired 
messages are, however, for all the church, 
just as Paul’s letters to churches among 


the Gentiles are for Jewish believers 


also. 


Verse by Verse 


1 Pet. 1:13.—“Gird up the loins of your 
mind.” As the flowing robes of the Ori- 
ental are held in place by the girdle, so 
our thoughts are to be girt about with 
the truth (Eph. 6:14) that we may not 
be carried about with every wind of 
doctrine (chap. 4:14) as we look forward 
to the full favor we are to enjoy when 
the Lord Jesus is revealed from Heaven 
at His second advent. 


Verse 14—“As obedient children.” 
Those who have been brought into re- 
lationship with God are no longer to be 
characterized by the loose and selfish be- 
havior of their unconverted days. Filial 





obedience is incumbent upon all God’s 
children. 


Verse 15.—“As he .. . is holy, so be ye 
holy in all manner of conversation.” The 
word rendered “conversation” really 
means “behavior” or “manner of life.” 
We are to act becomingly as those who 
are linked up with the infinitely holy 
One. 


Verse 16.—“Be ye holy; for I am holy.” 
This was God’s command to Israel of old 
(Lev. 11:44; 19:2). Those who belong to 
God are to manifest their Father’s nature. 
Note that God did not say, “Be ye holy, 
as I am holy.” This is not possible for 
finite beings in this scene. But we are to 
have the ideal of holiness ever before us. 

Verse 17.—“The Father . . . judgeth ac- 
cording to every man’s work.” ‘This has 
to do with God’s government of His own 
redeemed family. As to the world, the 
Fathcr judgeth no man, but has commit- 
ted “all judgment unto the Son” (John 
5:22). It is important that we recognize 
this distinction. 


Verse* 18.—“Ye were not redeemed 
with corruptible things,” as some of the 
first-born in Israel were redeemed by 
money (Lev. 25:44-51) and as each Is- 
raelite gave a half shekel of silver as his 
redemption money when a census was 
taken (Exod. 30: 11-16). 


Verse 19.—“With the precious blood of 
Christ.” This was the cost paid for our 
redemption, when He gave Himself as 
an unblemished, spotless Lamb, on our 
behalf, on Calvary. 


Verse 20.—“Foreordained f[or, joré- 
known] before the foundation of the 
world.” Redemption was no makeshift 
plan, no afterthought with God. All had 
been provided for in His mind long be- 
fore sin came into the world. Now in 
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Léss6n for November 9 


“these last times” God has made manifest 
in the work of the cross what was in His 
heart from the past eternity. 

Verse 21.—“Who by him do believe in 
God.” 
Christ. Having raised Him from the 
dead and glorified Him, He has thus 
given full witness to His satisfaction in 
the work that Jesus did on the Gross. 
When we believe in Him, we are brought 
to know God. 


Verse 22.—“Ye have purified your souls 
in obeying the truth.” Practical cleansing 
is through the “washing of water by the 
word” (Eph. 5:26). As that Word is 
bowed to and obeyed, we are freed from 
defilement and all uncleanness. 

Verse 23.—“Being born again ... by 
The Word is that 
which the Holy Spirit uses to produce the 
new birth. “This is the word which by 
the gospel is preached unto you” (v. 25). 

Chap. 4:1.—“He that hath suffered in 
the flesh hath ceased from sin.” Christ 
suffered being tempted. So holy was He 
that the very suggestions of Satan caused 
Him keenest suffering. We suffer as we 
resist the temptation, and so are kept 
from sin. 

Verse 2.—“He no longer should live... 
in the flesh .. . but to the will of God.” 
When born from above we are on a new 
plane altogether, and so we are no 
longer to be subject to_carnal or sensual 
lusts, but are to live to the glory of God, 
who has redeemed us to Himself. 

Verse 3.—“The time past of our life 
may suffice us.” In our unconverted 
days we lived in the sins depicted in 


_ this verse. We were not all guilfy of all 


of them, but we all indulged in some of 
them. Now we are to rise above them, 
living to please Him who has delivered 
us at so great a cost. 


Verse 4—“They think it strange thaf 
ye run not with them.” Worldlings can- 
not understand the great change that 
takes place when one is born again. 
Consequently, they are surprised when 
they find their invitations to participate 
in their pleasures and follies refused, and 
they turn angrily on those who thus re- 
pudiate their way of living. 

Verse 5—“Who shall give account to 
him that is ready to judge the quick 
[living] and the dead.” “Believers are to 
act in view of the judgment seat of 
Christ, when they shall give account for 
all their ways down here since grace 
saved them. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


Peter emphasizes the pilgrim charac- 
ter of the believer in the Lord Jesus 
Christ. He would have all who confess 
the name of the Lord Jesus pass through 
this world as strangers, who show by 
their holy behavior that they have been 
freed from the sins in which they once 
lived. As redeemed to God by the blood 
of His Son, they are now to live for His 
glory. As born into the heavenly family, 


God has revealed Himself in~ 
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Last Week's Lesson 
5. November 2.—Christian Standards 
of Conduct ....James 3 to 5; Acts 4:1-10 
Next Week's Lessen 


7. November 16.—Building Christian 
Character. 2 Peter; Jude; Luke 2:40-52 








they are to manifest the heavenly char- 
acter.’ Whatever men may say, they are 
to behave themselves as those who are 
accountable, not to men, but to God Him- 
self. 


Lesson Outline 
MANIFESTING THE New LIFE 


1, Obedient children (1. Pet. 1:13, 14) 

2. Called to holiness (vs. 15, 16) 

3. Redeemed by blood (vs. 17-21) 

4. Purified and born again by the Word 
(vs. 22, 23) 

5. Resisting temptation (chap, 4:1-6) 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


Peter’s\ Viewpoint Compared With 
Paul’s. Both Peter and Paul wrote by 
divine inspiration, but they were led by 
the Spirit to view the believer in two 
different aspects. Both Ephesians 1:3 
and 1 Peter 1:3 begin alike. But in Ephe- 
sians the believer is viewed as having 
crossed the Jordan and now in pogsession 
of his inheritance in. Christ, whereas 
Peter presents him as a stranger and pil- 
grim on his journey through the wilder- 
ness of this world from the place of the 
sprinkled blood to the inheritance God 
has laid up for him. Both views are 
true. There is no conflict, but rather the 
most beautiful harmony. As to my spirit 
I am to recognize my place in the heav- 
enlies in Christ. As to my body I am 
still in the wilderness and exposed to 
the trials of the way. 


Summaries and Applications 


Peter has much to say about suffering 
because this is the common lot of all 
whe are passing through this world. 

Peter speaks of the precious blood of 
Christ. He uses this word “precious” in 
a number of places. It is well to note 
each one carefully. 

New birth is a work done within us, 
whereby we receive a new life and 
nature when we believe the Gospel. 
This is subjective. 

Redemption is a work done outside of 
us, but for us, by Christ on Calvary, and 
is, therefore, so far as we are concerned, 
entirely objective. 

‘Our flesh delights in yielding to carnal 
lusts; therefore we suffer when we re- 
sist solicitations to sin; but it is far better 
to suffer in the flesh than to grieve the 
Spirit of God by disobedience. 

It is evident from verses 1 to 5 of chap- 
ter 4 that many of the dispersed Jews to 
whom Peter wrote, had, before their con- 
version, been guilty of following in the 
way of the Gentiles. By long associa- 
tion with them they had become as cor- 
rupt as their idolatrous neighbors. 

Reliable statistics tell us that there are 
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in Am e three million excessive 
drinkers and over 700,000 actual alcoholic 
addicts who are hopeless drunkards. Yet 
w@tbntinue to allow the sale\of liquor 
to go on under government protection. 
When will we wake up to a realization 
of the wickedness of this course! - 
CuHIcaco. 
we 


Questions for Teacher and Class 


By J. C. Macauley 
OW can girding up the loins apply to 
the mind? 


2. How is the word “sober,” and its 
correlatives, used in the New Testament? 


3. Has not the grace of God been already 
brought to us? (1 Pet. 1:13.) 


4. What is the significance of the phrase 
“not fashioning yourselves”? (v. 14.) 


5. According to this passage, what should 
be the effect on us of the great cost of our 
redemption? 


6. What appearings of Christ are distinctly 
mentioned in this section? 


7. What is the chief mark of the new 
birth? 


8. What suffering is contemplated in 1 
Peter 4:1? 


9. Where else is the mind of Christ set up 
for our example? 


10. Who is the Judge referred to in 
1 Peter 4:5? 
(Answers on page 1040) 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wede C; Smith to Boys end Girls 


ANY a fellow has been strength- 

ened to resist an overpowering 
temptation by the thought of his parents 
or of someone whom he knew was con- 
fidently expecting him to make a high 
mark. “Noblesse oblige” is a motto 
which has often in weakness served to 
restrain from making a reckless mistake, 
I well remember when, as a boy, I was 
at the fighting point with a neighbor 
playmate, suddenly he let his fists down 
and exclaimed, “If my grandma wasn’t 
havin’ her funeral today, I'd beat the 
stuffin’ outa ya!” Happy release! prob- 
ably for “Grandma” as well as myself. 


Lieutenant Rowan who cafried the 
“message to Garcia” said the stimulus 
which enabled hirh to make the tortu- 
ous journey through the Cuban forests 
was the knowledge that the message 
hidden in the wallet tucked deep in his 
boot was from President McKinley and 
the United States to a brave but almost 
whipped patriot down there in the south- 
ern tip of the island with his back to 
the wall fighting against the crushing 
odds of the powerful Spanish army. 
Many nights, sunk to his armpits in the 
morass, surrounded by reptiles and 
swarms of mosquitos, daring not to travel 
by day because of Spanish scouts, try- 
ing to lie still in the sand beneath the 
blistering tropical sun, sometimes going 
for days without food or drink, finally 
penetrating the enemy lines and falling 
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exhausted in General Garcia’s camp: the 
thing that would nerve him forward 
when about to, faint and give up was 
the thought that he was carrying a mes- 
sage of hope and succor from his Presi- 
dent to that nearly famished and beaten 
Cuban army. 


But there come times in every fellow’s 
life when temptation is so strong, so sub- 
tle, so blinding, that no sense of mere 
human honor, noblesse oblige, or any 
other high sounding human philosophy 
has the staying power to lift us out of 
its grasp. 

So here is Peter today bringing-us the 
sovereign answer to this fiddle of life; 
Peter, who so tragically learned that the 
flesh is sometimes weakest at the most 
critical moment; Peter, now under the 
inspiration of the Holy Spirit showing us 
the only Source of sufficiency for such 
tests. Listen: “Wherefore gird up the 
loins of your mind, be sober, and hope 
to the end for the grace that is to be 


brought unto you at the revelation of . 


Jesus Christ [and that is immediately if 
you want it!]; as obedient children, not 
fashioning yourselves according to the 
former lusts in your ignorahce; but as he 
which hath called you is holy, so be ye 
holy in all manner of conversation... . 
Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not 
redeemed with corruptible things, as sil- 
ver and gold ... but with the precious 
blood of Christ, as of a lamb without 
blemish and without spot: who verily 
was foreordained before the foundation 
of the world, but was. manifest in these 
last times for you ., . that. your faith and 
hope might be in God . . . being born 
again, not of corruptible seed, but of in- 
corruptible, by the word of God, which 
liveth and abideth for ever” (1 Pet. 1:13. 


23). “Forasmuch then as Christ hath 


suffered for us in the flesh, arm your- 
selves likewise with the same mind: for 
he that. hath suffered in the flesh hath 
ceased from sin; that he no longer should 
live the rest of his time in the flesh to 
the lusts of men, but to the will of God 

. - who shall give account to him that 
is ready to judge the quick and the 
dead” (1 Pet. 4:1, 2, 5). ‘ 

This is spiritually “hitching your 
wagon to a star.” Seeing whose we are 
and whom we serve, let us pitch our 
conduct on the highest plane. Think of 
that high-principled young man Joseph 
in Potiphar’s house (Gen. 39:9). And 
you and I have more than Joseph had 
to inspire and restrain us. Listen once 
more to Peter: “For we have also a more 
sure word of prophecy; whereunto ye do 
well that ye take heed, as unto a light 
that shineth in a dark place, until the 
day dawn, and the day star arise in your 
hearts” (2 Pet. 1:19). 

Avcusta, Ga, 

we 


Please pray for the contributors and 
staff of The Sunday School Times, and 
for God’s blessing on its contents. 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


A Prayer Before the Lesson. —Gracious 
Lord, receive our thanks for the change 
Thou dost make in lives, and homes, and 
nations when people receive the Saviour 
and pattern their lives after Thy Word. 
May Thy truth today turn many to 
Christ and transform their lives and 
homes, Drive out from our lives all that 
displeases Thee. Overthrow the dark 
powers of evil in the earth. Teach all 
men the blessedness of trusting, loving, 
and serving Thee. Raise up young men 


and women to take Thy Gospel to all to. 


whom it is still unknown. Give mighty 
preachers of righteousness to call our 
own people back to God. Help us each 
to do our part to bring Thy light and 
truth to others. Bless and help all dis- 
tréssed and needy people. Comfort all 
sad and discouraged folk, and use their 
troubles to draw them to Thyself. For- 
give our sins, make us a blessing to 
others, and help us ever to serve and 
love Thee. best of all, for our Saviour’s 
sake. Amen. 

After the Lesson.—People say, “When 
in Rome, do as Rome does.” But like 
some other worldly wise sayings this one 
goes directly against God’s Word.. To- 
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day’s lesson tells Christians not to do as 
Rome does. It says we are to pass the 
time of our stay in this world in fear of 
falling into the ways of the world. It 
says we are not to fashion our lives like 
the unconverted. 

No doubt, when Daniel was taken to 
Babylon, there were young Hebrew 
chaps who said, “When in Babylon, do 
as Babylon does.” They drank their 
liquor with the Babylonians, and quickly 
adopted the fashions, the follies, and the 


sins of Babylon. But Daniel and his 





THAT LIFE OF YOURS— 


or curist. PATTERNED ? 


three chums were made of better stuff. 
They refused to pattern their lives on 
heathen lines, and God stood by them. 
The result was that these young men 
who refused to follow the fashions of 
Babylon were found ten times better 
than the best that Babylon could pro- 
duce, The same thing happened later on 
when Christianity spread through the 
Roman Empire, It produced in the midst 
of that empire a people who refused to 
follow its pagan ways. Their heathen 
neighbors first stared at them, then grew 
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Lesson for November 9 


angry with them and persecuted them; 
but the pure lives of Christians proved 
ten times better than the sinful ways of 
their pagan neighbors, and the time came 
when the pagan religions folded up, dis- 
credited and defeated by a people who 
would not do as Rome did. 


The same issue is with us. Around us 
the crowd goes its careless, godless, sip- 
ful way. But there is a people in the 
world who are not of the world. They 
are Christ’s people. The Bible speaks of 
them as being “in Christ.” And when 
you are in Christ by the new birth, you 
do not as Rome does, but as Christ did. 
Do your neighbors and your playmates 
see by the way you live that you are in 
Christ, and Christ is in you? 


Hotiysurn, B, C., Can. 
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For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
Ten Times Better (Dan. 1:8, 9, 14-20) 


OT long ago you boys and girls were 

probably each carrying a report 
card home for your mother and daddy 
to see how well you were doing in your 
school wérk. . Were you proud of it? 


Suppose one of God’s angels has been 
keeping record of everything your 
tongue has said this week. Would you 
be proud of that record? Would he 
check: Overcame bad words? Did you 
ask the Lord to help you? Did you try 
to remember? (Have the children re- 
port as freely as they feel at liberty.) 
Close this review part of the lesson with 
a short prayer of thanks for the Lord’s 
help and for victories won, asking that 
the boys and girls may continue to 
watch their lips and honor the Lord by 
their use of right words, 


Once, long ago, there were four boys 
who received a report for their school 
work. After an examination at the end 
of three years, the report said that they 
were ten times smarter than any of the 
grownups in the whole country! Im- 
agine that—boys, 14 or 15 years old, 
smarter than the college profs! Did the 
boys brag about: it? No, one of them 
has written the story of what happened, 
and he says, “God gave them knowledge 
‘and skill in all learning and wisdom” 
(Dan: 1:17). But why should God favor 
them? .Was it because they did their 
best, too? 


Let’s have a quiz, and see how much 


we know about the story. 1. In what 
country was Daniel born? 2. To what 
country was he carried?) 3. What was 


the king’s name? 4. How many Jewish 
boys were chosen to be educated in ‘the 
king’s court? 5. What kind of food and 
drink was given them? 6. Did they want 
to eat it? 7. What plan did Daniel sug- 
gest? 8. How did it work? 9. At the 
end of three years’ education, who ‘ex- 
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amined the boys? 1. Who passed with 
the highest score? 

With Daniel, eating the king’s food 
was more than just a matter of health; 
it was a matter of religion, too. For the 
king’s food had been offered to idols. 
“Daniel purposed in his heart that he 
would not defile himself with the por- 
tion of the king’s meat, nor with the 
wine which he-drank.” He would not 
defile his body by eating improper food, 
which would tend to hurt his body and 
mind; he would not defile his spirit by 
doing what would honor idols instead of 
God. Daniel was loyal to his God among 
all those heathen people who had charge 
of him — just a twelve-year-old or 
younger. And God rewarded Daniel by 
good health and a good mind. As was 
told the Jewish people long before, “Ye 
shall serve the Lord your God, and he 
shall bless thy bread, and thy water” 
(Exod. 23:25, Memory Verse). 


Do you ask God’s blessing on food bee 


‘fore you eat it? Could you honestly ask 


Him to bless what you know would not 
be good for you—five pieces of candy, 
for instance? Do you pick up old beer 
cans around the dancehall, and drink 
what is left in them? Do you try a cig- 
arette once in a while? Do you expect 
God to let those things make your body 
and mind better or worse? I can tell 
you, as a schoolteacher, that those things 
will get your rank down! God does not 
honor cigarettes. Do cigarettes honor 
God? “Whether therefore ye eat, or 
drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to the 
glory of God”) (1 Cor. 10:31). 

Can you add an Egchallenge to the 
DO acrostic, beginning with “Eat”? 
What verse shall we use for the mirror 
renfinder this time? 

Orono, MAINE, 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 


Topic and Scripture: 
How To Grow Strong (Dan. 1:8, 9, 14, 15, 17) 


PPOSITE last Sunday’s branch on 
the poster tree, put today’s marked 
“Eat Right Food.” 

Maybe you think this is a queer thing 
to talk about in Sunday school, but it is 
really Scriptural. Look at your Golden 
Text, “Whether therefore ye eat, or 
drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to the 
glory of God.” 

Now, isn’t what you eat important? 

God has given most of us in America 
the chance of having good food to eat, 
but everywhere I go I see people eating 
foolishly. To show you what I mean, in 
a restaurant a few days ago I saw a 
very pretty teen-age girl eating her 
lunch, and this was it: a slice, of 
pineapple, a lettuce leaf, and two small 
crackers, followed by three cigarettes! 


soe to 
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Would you call that eating to the glory 
of God? 


But I’m particularly interested in what 
children eat, for their growth and their 
health for many years depend on what 
they eat when they are little. The poor 
children who eat popsicles, ice cream 
cones, candy, popcorn, and the like, at 
all hours of day and night are laying up 
a great deal of trouble for themselves. 
They are the children who have no lik- 
ing for vegetables, or fruit, or hoa meat. 


If you will read the lesson verses in 
Daniel, you'll find that Daniel and his 
friends had been brought up to eat the 
right kind of food. They were slaves 
now in Babylon, and as they were 
princes, they had been taken into the 
king’s house, and were to be fed all the 
rich dainties from the king's table — 
food and wine. 


Daniel made up his mind that he 
wotftd not eat this food, and so he asked 
if they would please give him and. his 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade ¢. Smith 





A CALL TO RIGHT LIVING 
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friends pulse and water for a few days. 
At the end of ten days, they looked so 
much better than the other princes that 
the man in charge of them let them do 


as they pleased about food. So Daniel — 


and his three friends did not eat the 
food from the king’s table (which had 
probably been offered to idols), but glo- 
rified God in their eating and drinking. 


I wish we would all be as careful as 
they weré. When Mother wants you to 
eat spinach, and you groan and fuss, re- 
member Daniel. The pulse they ate was 
no better than spinach, just a green veg- 
etable. How often I hear children say, 
“I don’t like spinach,” or “I don’t like 
beans,” or “I don’t want my carrots.” 
Let’s stop such talk, and say, “Yes, thank 
you, I’ll eat my spinach [or beans or 
carrots].” 


We eat to grow and build strong bod- 
ies, and it isn’t always the things we jike 
best that are best for us. I'll have to 
tell you a story. When I was a little 
girl I decided I didn’t like aspara- 
gus or peas. I wouldn’t even taste 
them. This went on until I was grown 
up. One day I went to visit a lady in 
the country, and as dinnertime drew near 
she said, “I haven't much of anything for 
dinner except asparagus and bread and 
butter. We picked a dish pan of aspara- 
gus out of our own bed this morning, 
and it is grand.” I couldn’t even answer 
her. Asparagus! I couldn’t let her down, 
so I ate asparagus, two helpings! And 
the joke was on me, for I liked it, and 
have liked it ever since. Just think how 
many years of asparagus I misséd, be- 
cause ] wouldn’t even taste it! 


Don’t be as silly as I was. And remem- 
ber, our loving Heavenly Father gives us 
these good vegetables and fruit and ‘meat 
ahd fish, and we should thank Him, and 
eat them joyfully, so we may grow 
strong to serve Him. 

Fe.ton, CAauir. 
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Next Door to ‘God—Whether there- 
fore ye eat, or drink, or whatsoever ye 
do, do all to the glory of God (1 Cor. 10: 
31, Golden Text). An English traveler 
in Jerusalem was trying to find someone 
who could speak both English and Ara- 
bic. He heard of an American mission- 
ary who lived near by. Accosting an 
Arab boy who knew a little English, he 
asked him if he could direct him to the 
missionary’s home. The face of the boy 
lit up, and he said, “You mean the lady 
who lives next door to God.” If an un- 
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couth Arab boy could detect one who 
walked with God, why cannot we so 
live here that the world can see Jesus 
in us?—From Gospel Herald. Sent by 
Mrs. Clarencé Jones, Otego, N. Y. 


More Afraid of Holiness—Because it is 
written, Be ye holy; for I am holy (1 
Pet. 1:16). A minister went to a con- 
ference of ministers of his own denom- 
ination, with a real desire in his heart 
to be a help to his ministerial brethren, 
and to obtain help for his own soul. At 
one session of the conference the room 
was full of ministers, nearly all of them 
smoking. In the middle of their discus- 
sion as to how they could “improve the 
spiritual life of their denomination,” an 
old minister who had been sitting silent, 
during the discussion, with a sad look 
upon his face, arose and said, “Brethren, 
I must leave now to catch my train, but 
I feel I ought to say this: one thing this 
conference has made plain to me is, most 
of us are more afraid of holiness than we 
are of sin.”—Personal. Sent by Mrs, J. 
Shields, West Hill, Ont., Can. 


What It Took.—Ye were not redeemed 
with corruptible things . . . but with the 
precious blood of Christ (1 Pet. 1:18, 19). 

Christ does not save men by His life, 

Though that was holy, sinless, pure; 

Nor even by His tender love, 

Though that forever shall endure. 


He does not save them by His words, 
Though .they shall never pass away; 

Nor by His vast creative power 
That holds the elements in sway. 


He does not save them by His works, 
Though He was ever doing good — 
The awful need was greater still, 
It took His death, His cross, His blood! 
—From The Sundfy School Times. Sent 
by L. G. James, Toronto, Can, 


A Present Glory.—For he that has suf- 
fered in the flesh has ceased from sin (1 
Pet. 4:1). George Matheson, the well- 
known blind preacher of Scotland, who 
recently went to be with the Lord, said: 
“My God, I have never thanked Thee for 
my thorn. I have thanked Thee a thou- 
sand times for my roses, but not once 
for my thorn. I have been looking for- 
ward to a world where I shall get com- 
pensation for my cross; but I have never 
thought of my cross as itself a present 
glory. Teach me the glory of my cross; 
teach me the value of my thorn. Show 
me that I have climbed to Thee by the 
path of pain. Show me that my tears 
have made my = rainbows.”—From 
“Streams in the Desert.” Sent by Mrs. 
William M, May, Danville, Ky. 


When He Came In—That he no longer 
should live the rest of his time in the 
flesh to the lusts of men, but to the will 
of God (1 Pet. 4:2). A traveler in Scot- 
land once found in a fisherman’s hut a 
striking picture of the Saviour. “Where 
did you get this picture?” he asked the 
owner. “I was way down with drink,” 
he said, “when one night I went into a 
‘pub’ and there hung this picture. .I was 
sober and I said to the bartender, ‘Sell 
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me that picture, this is no place for the 
Saviour.’ I gave him all the money I 
had and took it home. Then as I looked 
at it, the memory of my mother came to 
me. I dropped on my knees and cried, 
‘O Lord Jesus, pick me up again out of 
my sin.’” The prayer was answered and 
that fisherman became the grandest man 
in, that little Scotch village. He was 
asked if he had no struggle to give up 
liquor. A look of exultation came over 
his face as he answered, “When my 
heart opened to the Saviour, He took 
the love of drink out of it."—From A, B. 
Simpson. Sent by Howard G. Wilcox, 
Kearney, Nebr. 


my : 
This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 1037) 


1. As girding up the loins (in eastern 
parlance) freed the limbs of hindrances to 
running or other exercise, so we must have ~ 
our minds freed from obsessions that hinder 
right moral judgments. 


2.. Sometimes translating words signifying 
originally abstinence from wine, and some- 
times translating another set of words hav- 
ing the root meaning of soundness of mind. 
Both came to mean moderation, self-control. 


3. There are three tenses of grace, as there 
are of salvation. See Titus 2:11, James 4:6, 
and 1 Peter 1:13. 


4. Such fashioning would belie our new 
nature, a conforming to what no longer be- 
longs to us. (See Rom. 12:2.) 


5. “Pass the time of your sojourning here 
in fear” —in an attitude of reverence and 
awe, careful to please God. Too much 
frivolity in our Christianity! 


6. His appearing in the flesh to fulfill His 
predetermined death (v. 20), and His ap- 
pearing ‘in glory (apocalypse, v. 13). 

7. Love (v. 22; see 1 John 3:14). 

8. Not only the last suffering of Geth- 
semane and Calvary, but of the constant 


rejection of the flesh as the controlling 
factor in life. (See Heb. 2:18.) 


9. Philippians 2:5-8. 
10. The Lord Jesus. (See Acts 10:42; 
17:31; John 5:22.) 
Wueaton, It. 
we 


Children 1 at Home 
- How the Bird Came Back 


A True Story 
, By Sannie Shelly Beery 


NN was a happy little schoolgirl. 

She liked her teacher and the boys 
and girls in her second grade room, and 
especially she liked Yellow-Bill. All the 
children liked his merry songs, and 
everyone was his friend. I know that 
you have already guessed that Yellow 
Bill was a bird—vyes, a bright yellow 
canary. 

Each week some pupil was allowed to 
take Yellow Bill home to care for him 
over the week end. Only children who 
were good in school and diligent in their 
work were given the privilege of having 
Yellow Bill for a guest. The children 
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considered it a great honor to take 
care of him, and every week Ann 
hoped she would be the one chosen. At 
last her turn came, and she happily car- 
ried the bird in its cage to her home. 
You may be sure he received the best 
of care. How Ann and all her family 
delighted to hear his merry trills! 

On Saturday afternoon Ann wanted 
to play on the lawn, but she did not 
wish to be separated from her bird 
friend. So she decided to take him out 
with her. As she was carefully carrying 
the cage out to the lawn something 
happened—the bottom fell out of the 
cage! Now this was no fault of Ann’s, 
but resulted from a defect in the cage 
which her father could easily fix. But 
I need not tell yqu that Yellow Bird 
was freed, and flew upward to the top 
of a tall tree. He rested there a bit, 
ther flitted away out of sight. Poor 
Ann! She burst into tears and sobbed, 
“Oh, how can I ever go back to school 
without Yellow Bill? What will the 
teacher and the boys‘ and girls think of 
me?” 

All the family felt sorry for Ann, and 
tried to comfort her. All afternoon and 
evening they watched, but the bird did 
not return. That evening they put a 
tall stepladder on the lawn and put the 
open cage on top of it, hoping Yellow 
Bill might come back during the night. 
Sunday morning came, and Ann’s first 
waking thoughts were on the bird. She 
hurriedly dressed and ran down ‘to the 
lawn. She mounted the stepladder and 
looked into the cage, but Yellow Bill 
was not there. 


That Sunday morning, as usual, Ann 
and her two older sisters and her mother 
and father went to church services 
where her father was superintendent 
of the Sunday school. It was here, as 
well as in her home, that Ann had 
learned about Jesus, the Friend of little 
children, and of how He went about 
doing good, healing and feeding people, 
and how He said of children, Let them 
“come unto me,” During Sunday school 
Ann decided to tell the Lord Jesus all 
about her trouble, and ask Him to send 
Yéllow Bill back to his cage. Ann felt 
better after her little talk with Jesus. 


Monday morning came, and again Ann _ 


hurried to the lawn where the cage was, 
Again she climbed the stepladder and 
looked into the cage—and Yellow Bill 
was there! Her prayer was answered. 
It was a happy and thankful family 
that gathered around the breakfast table 
that morning. 

As Ann proudly carried her precious 
bird back to the schoolroom she thought 
she had never heard Yellow Bill sing 
more sweetly than he did that morning. 
And again the Lord Jesus’ blessing 
rested on a little one who trusted in 
Him. . 

MARTINSBURG, Pa. 
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International Uniform Lesson List 
for 1948 


NUMBER of readers have inquired 

about THe Sunpay Scuoot Tres’ 
convenient, pamphlet-size list of lessons 
in the International Uniform series, pub- 
lished annually, and the Times is glad to 
announce that the 1948 list is now avail- 
able. 


It gives the title of each lesson and 
the Golden Text in full, and references 
for the Scripture passages to be studied 
and for the devotional readings. The 
Primary, Junior, Intermediate-Senior, 
and Young People-Adult topics are also 
shown, with the accompanying Memory 
Verses and Scripture references when 
they differ from those shown for the 
over-all topic. The lessons are arranged 
in consecutive order according to the 
date and: the number in each of the four 
quarters of the year. 


The 1948 lesson list may be had at 
fifteen cents a copy, or $1.50 a dozen 
from The Sunday School Times Com- 
pany, 325 North Thirteenth Street, Phil- 
adelphia 5. 


Reprints of Mrs. White's Article 
on the Second Coming 


HE concise study of the second com- 

ing of Christ, in the form of ques- 
tions and answers, which was published 
in the Trues for December 21, 1946, is 
now being reprinted in leaflet form. It 
was entitled, “Do You Understand the 
‘Second Coming’?—A Mother’s An- 
swer to Her Boy’s Question,” by Mrs. 
Hugh W. White. It was first printed in 
THe Sunpay Scuoot Trmes for March 
16, 1929, and was reprinted last Decem- 
ber by request. It is a practical article 
on this important subject, for it answers 
many questions commonly asked, and 
the answers are supported by copious 
Scripture references. 

Copies of the leaflet may be had at 
25 tents for twelve; $1 for 100; and $7.50 
for 1,000; from James W. Roberts, 1248 
D Street, N.E., Washington 2, D. C. 


“ 
A Reprint of “My Yoke Is Easy” 


NE of the Tres editorials that has 

called forth the most comment in 
recent: months was “My Yoke Is Easy,” 
by* Lucile Enlow, April 12, 1947. 
been reprinted in a four-page leaflet. 
Copies may be had from Mrs. Enlow, 
P.O. Box 2281, Orlando, Fla., at 15 cents 
a dozen, 25 cents for two dozen, and 75 
cents per hundred. 


No reform, political or social, will 
avail unless you precede it with the 
temperance 
George. 
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AVAILABLE NOW! 


OLD FASHIONED 


REVIVAL HOUR 


CHORUS AND QUARTET 
PHONOGRAPH RECORDS 


Ask ‘at your favorite religious 
bookstore or write for complete list 


Old Fashioned Revival Hour Recordings 


P. O. Box 909, Dept $S 
Pasedens 19 Californie 








It has . 


reform. — David Lloyd. 


Pastors! Churches! 





AWaue You Seen 9t7 


The only devotional guide with con- , 


‘ secutive Bible study . . . comments from 
30 of America’s leading Bible teachers. 


SEEK Magazine 


h 





of thie 
pendable, npee ont pal guide, Side Delis oon 
ments by men such as Dr, Ironside, Dr, ersison, De 
Zwemer, Dr, Ockenga and others, 


Write Today for the 


@ Special FREE Offere 


To introduce SEEK to new users we will supply 
the first quarter of 1948 absolutely free to 
your church, A request on your ¢ yh "stationery 

ill bring a free sample and full details of this 
pa plan. 


Good News Publishers, 411 S$, Wells, Chicage 7, ti. 





° SUGAR CREEK 
GANG. SERIES 






The Sugar Creek 
Gang Goes North! 


This is the first book in the new 

Sugar Creek Gang Series. 

Adventure, excitement and fun as ‘the 
Gang has many thrilling experiences in 
the Paul Bunyan country of the north 
woods for the next shree books. 

Be sure to read every book in the 

NEW Series . . . Each, 75¢ 


Watch for the next 
one entitled “Adven- 
ture in an Indian 
Cemetery.” This new 
series will be pub- 
lished and distributed 
exclusively by 
VAN KAMPEN PRESS 


Tes dens niliginis tindlatinds 





Ve Reman Tiaes 


542 S. Dearborn St., Chicago 5, lil. 
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Evangelical International Lesson 





LESSON 6. NOVEMBER 9. DAVID’S GRIEF OVER ABSALOM 
2 Samuel 18:18-33 (Supplementary Reading: 2 Samuel 18:1-17) 


Kinc James VERsIon 


2 Sam. 18:18 Now Absalom in his lifetime had taken and reared 
up for himself a pillar, which is in the king’s dale: for he said, I 
have no son to keep my name in remembrance: and he called the 
pillar after his own name: and it is called unto this day, Ab- 
salom’s place. , 

19 Then said Ahimaaz the son of Zadok, Let me now run, and 
bear the king tidings, how that the Lord hath avenged him of his 
enemies. ; 

20 And Joab said unto him, Thou shalt not bear tidings this day, 
but thou shalt bear tidings another day: but this day thou shalt 
bear no tidings, because the king's son is dead. 

21 Then said Joab to Cushi, Go tell the king what thou hast seen. 
And Cushi bowed himself unto Joab, and ran. | 

22 Then said Ahimaaz the son of Zadok yet again to Joab, But 
howsoever, let me, I pray thee, also run after Cushi. And Joab 
said, Wherefore wilt thou run, my son, seeing that thou hast no 
tidings ready? ‘ 

23 But howsoever, said he, let me run. And he said unto him, 
Ruf. Then Ahimaaz ran by the way of the plain, and overran 
Cushi. 

24 And Dawid sat between the two gates: and the watchman 
went up to the roof over the gate unto the wall, and lifted up his 
eyes, and looked, and behold a man running alone. 

25 And the watchman cried, and told the king. And the king 
said, If he be alone, there is~tidings in his mouth. And he came 
apace, and drew near, 


Golden Text.—A foolish son is a grief to his father, and bitterness to her that bare him.—Prov. 17:25 


26 And the watchman saw another man running: and the watch- 
man called unto the porter, and said, Behold another man running 
alone. And the king said, He also bringeth tidings. 

27 And the watchman said, Me thinketh the running of the fore- 
most is like the running of Ahimaaz the son of Zadok. And the 
king said, He is a good man, and cometh with good tidings. 

28 And Ahimaaz called, and said unto the king, All is well. And 
he fell down to the earth upon his face before the king, and said, 
Blessed be the Lorp thy God, which hath delivered up the men 
that lifted up their hand against my lord and king. 

29 And the king said, Is the young man Absalom safe? And 
Ahimaaz answered, When Joab sent the king’s servant and me 
thy servant, I saw a great tumult, but I knew not what it was. 

30 And the king said unto him, Turn aside, gnd stand here. And 
he turned aside, and stood still. = 

31 And, behold, Cushi came; and Cushi said, Tidings, my lord 
the king: for the Lord hath avenged thee this day of all them 
that rose up against thee. 

32 And the king said unto Cushi, Is the young man Absalom 
safe? And Cushi answered, The enemies of my lord the king, and 
all that rise against thee to do thee hurt, be as that young man is. 

33 And the king was much moved, and went up to the chamber 
over the gate, and wept: and as he went, thus he said, O my son 
Absalom, my son, my son Absalom! would God I had died for thee, 
O Absalom, my son, my son! ~ 
The Evangelical International Sunday School Lesson’ Outlines are 

copyrighted by The American Council of Christian Churches, 

and used by permission, 











- The Lesson in General 
By Tom M. Olson 
Introduction to the Lesson 


T K rs EN  Absalom’s' conspiracy 
waxed strong, word was brought 
to King David that “the hearts 

of the men of Israel are after Absa- 

lom.* Instead of inquiring of the Lord 
in his distress, he said to all his servants 
in Jerusalem, “Arise and let us flee; for 
we shall not else escape from Absalom.” 

He feared Absalom would “smite the 

city with the edge of the sword.” 

David’s servants were loyal to him 
and said, “Behold, thy servants are ready 
to de whatsoever my lord the king shall 
appoint’ That is the spirit of loyalty 
which should be manifested in the Lord’s 
servants today. 

“What a comfort and an assurance it 
must have been to David to have Ittai 
the Gittite cross his path at this juncture 
and say, “Surely in what place my lord 
the king shall be, whether in death or 
life, even there also will thy servant be.” 
What a rebuke Ittai is to all today who 
hesitate to “go forth . . . unto him with- 
out the camp, bearing his. réproach”! 
(Heb. 13:13.) David was leaving Jer- 
usalem and was headed for the wilder- 
ness of Judea. 

David's passing over the Brook Kidron 
is the type of our Lord Jesus Christ, the 
sinless one, leaving Jerusalem and cross- 
ing over that same brook, to enter Geth- 
semane (John 18:1). 

When David was informed of Ahith- 


ophel’s deflection he felt it keenly and 








If Helps on the Uniform Lessons, 

published by the International 

Council of Religious Education, 

will be found beginning on 
page 1036. 
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prayed that his counsel might be turned 
into foolishness. But the Lord does not 
always answer our prayers in the way 
we desire. His is a superior method. 
David’s advice to Hushai is not to be 
commended. The principle of doing evil 
that good may come has been divinely 
condemned (Rom, 3:8). Our extremity 
is God’s opportunity. We do well to 
cease scheming and let Him reveal His 
plan. 
The battle between David and Absa- 
lom was fought in the wood of Ephraim, 
with defeat and death for Absalom and 
victory for David. 


The Lesson in Detail 


2 Sam. 18:18—“Now Absalom in his 
lifetime had . . : reared up for himself 
a pillar ... for he said, I have no son to 
keep my name in remembrance.” Ab- 
salom had had three sons. (2 Sam. 14: 
27),. but they were evidently taken away 
in death. 


Matthew Henry says: “Travelers say 


that the place is taken notice of to this . 


day, and that it is common for passen- 
gers to throw a stone to this heap, with 
words to this purport: Curséd be the 
memory of rebellious Absalom, and 
cursed be forever all wicked children 
that rise up in rebellion against their 


parents.” 


Verses 19-22.—“Then said Ahimaaz... 
Let me now run, and bear the king tid- 
ings.... And Joab said, Wherefore wilt 
thou run, my son, seeing thou hast no 
tidings ready?” Joab’s words may well 
be asked of numbers today who seem 
eager to preach but who have no vital 
message to convey: “Wherefore wilt 
thou run, .. . seeing thou hast no tidings 
ready?” The best of all tidings is that 
of the death and resurrection of the Lord 
Jesus Christ. It is “the power of God 
unto salvation to every one that believ- 
eth”— yet how comparatively few run 
with such glad tidings. 

Verse 23—“Then Ahimaaz ran by the 
way of the plain, and overran Cushi.” 
Joab could not resist Ahimaaz’s impor- 
tunity, so finally gave him permission to 
run. There is one matter in which the 
Lord Jesus encourages importunity, and 
that is in the important matter of prayer 
(Luke 18:1-8). It.is not that we make 
God more willing to give by our impor- 
tunate asking, for He is more willing 
to answer than we are to ask; but it 
manifests our deep concern for that for 
which prayer is being offered. 

The Lord gave a wonderful series of 
promises to Israel in Ezekiel 36, but con- 
cludes, “Thus saith the Lord God; I will 
yet for this be enquired of by the house 
of Israel, to do it for them.” He appre- 
ciates our talking things over with Him 
constantly. 

The fact that Ahimaaz outran Cushi, 
recalls the fact that although Peter and 
John started the run to the sepulcher to- 
gether, “the other disciple did outrun 
Peter, and came first to the sepulchre .. . 
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yet went he not in.” After Peter went 
in, John followed (John 20:3-8). Just 
another example of the fact that the 
last is often first, and the first last. 


Verse 24.—“And the watchman went 
up to the roof over the gate unto the 
wall, and lifted up his eyes, and looked.” 
There was intense eagerness on the part 
of the watchman on the gate to receive 
news of the battle. It is a picture of the 
watchfulness a believer should exert 
after being exhorted to “watch and 
pray,” He should be able to say with the 
prophet, “I will starid upon my watch, 
and set me upon the tower, and will 
watch to see what he will say unto me” 
(Hab... 2:1; Eph. 6:18). 

Verse 27—“And the king said, He is 
a good man, and cometh with good tid- 
- ings.” It is written of Barnabas that he 
wads “a good man” (Acts 11:24). He 
stumbled once, but on the whole was a 
good man, a good runner with good tid- 
ings. Would that the Lord could com- 
_ mend every Christian thus! Contrast 

Galatians 5:7. 


Verse 28.—“Blessed be the Lord thy 
God, which hath delivered up the men 
that lifted up their hand against my lord 
the king.” Ahimaaz fell. down on his 
face before the king as he said, “All is 
well”— and in that position he gave the 
glory to the one to whom it belonged, 
“the Lord thy God.” This should have 
given David his cue. He, too, should 
have said, “Blessed be the Lord.” 

“The more our hearts are fixed and 
enlarged in thanksgiving to God for our 
mercies, the better disposed we ‘shall be 
to -bear with patience the afflictions 
mixed with them. Poor David is so 
much a father that he forgets he is a 
kirig, and therefore cannot rejoice in the 
news of a victory, till he know whether 
the young man Absalom be safe, for 
whom his heart seems to tremble, al- 
most as Eli’s in a similar case, for the 
ark of God” (Matthew- Henry). 


Verse 29.—“And Ahimaaz answered ... 
I saw a. great tumult, but I knew not what 
it was.” But he had heard Joab say to 
him, “This day thou shalt bear no tid- 
ings, because the king’s son is dead” (v. 
20). 

It has been suggested that Joab knew 
David sufficiently well to know that the 
news of Absalom’s death would spoil the 
news of the victory for David, and he 
loved Ahimaaz too well to permit him to 
bear that news to the king. 

Such news could better be carried by 
Joab’s servant, Cushi, than by a priest 
like Ahimaaz. At any rate, it is apparent 
that Ahimaaz yearned to carry the glad 
tidings of the victorious battle to David, 
but refrained from speaking of that 
which he knew only from héarsay (John 
3:11). 


Verse 32.—“Is the young man Absalom 
safe? And Cushi answered, The enemies 
of my lord the king ...be as that young 
man is.” 


Cushi answers discreetly the 
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Last Week's Lesson 
5. November 2.—Absalom's Rebellion. 
2 Samuel 15:1-12 
Next Week’s Lesson 
7. November 16.—David’s Last Words. 
_2 Samuel 23:1-7 








question which is uppermost in the 
king’s mind. He does not give him the 
details of Absalom’s being caught by his 
head in the oak, thrust through with 
darts, smitten by Joab’s armor-bearers, 
cast into a pit, and covered with stones. 


Verse 33—‘O my son,:Absalom, my 
son, my son Absalom! would God I had 
died for thee, O Absalom, my son, my 
son!” David lacked the control over his 
spirit in this case, which he possessed 
when the son of Bathsheba passed away 
(2 Sam, 12:15-23). See also Job 1:21. 

It is singular how David’s personal 
grief seems to mean more to him than 
the welfare of his kingdom and all his 
subjects. “The victory that day was 
turned into mourning unto all the 
people: for the people heard say that 
day how the king was grieved for his 
son. And the people gat them by stealth 
that day into the city, as people being 
ashamed steal away when they flee in 
battle.” 

There was argument in what Joab 
said to David, though he said it very 
rudely. Josephus understood Joab’s 
words (2 Sam. 19:5-7) to mean that if 
the king insisted on indulging in exces- 
sive grief for his rebellious son Absalom, 
Joab himself would head a revolt from 
him, a revolt which would be so all in- 
clusive, that “there will not tarry one 
with thee this night.” In other words, 
“If I go, they will all go: thou hast now 
nothing to mourn for; but, if thou per- 
sist, I will give thee something to mourn 
for with a ‘true and more bitter mourn- 
ing’!” This brought the king'back to 
the gate — which when the people heard, 
they returned for his congratulation and 
blessing. 

When David cried, “Would God I had 
died for ‘thee, O Absalom, my son, my 
son!” he was sincere. He would gladly 
have been a substitute for his sonr— 
such was his love for him. 

In that dark day of Israel’s history 
when they sinned to the extent of sub- 
stituting a god of gold for the living 
God, Moses prayed fervently: “Yet now, 
if thou wilt forgive their sin—; and if 
not, blot me, I pray thee, out of thy book 
which thou hast written” (Exod. 32:32). 

Later in Israel’s history, after they had 
committed the still greater sin of slay- 
ing their Messiah, who is “over all, God 
blessed for ever,” the Apostle Paul sin- 
cerely said, “I could wish that myself 
were accursed from Christ for my breth- 
ren, my kinsmen according to the flesh” 
(Rom, 9:3). 

But although Moses, David, and Paul 
could not be saviors for others, the Lord 
Jesus Christ could and did become our 
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Saviour. He endured the full judgment 
of God against our sins, and saves all 
who come unto God by Him. (See Rom. 
5:6-10; Eph. 2: 4-7.) 


Outline of the Lesson 


David’s concern for Absalom was such 
that he commanded the generals of his 
army to deal gently with him for his 
sake. 

David's anxiety for Absalom was such 
that he would just sit and wait until he 
heard of his welfare, 

David’s grief for Absalom was such 
that it turned a great victory into a great 
mourning. 

David's love for Absalom was such that 
he wished he could die for him. Our 
greater than David did die for us. 


ALTADENA, CALIF. 
. we 
Questions for Teacher and Class 
By Marian Bishop Bower 


HERE was King David -at this time? 


2. How do you reconcile 2 Samuel 18: 
18 with 2 Samuel 14:27? 


3. What was David's chief interest in the 
battle news? 


4. What had Nathan prophesied would be 
true of the house of David because of his 
sin against Bathsheba? 


5. What earlier word of the Lord spoken 
more generally —that is, to all mankind, 
applies to the case of David and Absalom? 


6. What position did Ahimaaz have later? 


7. What earlier instance of deep father- 
love for a son do we find in the Bible —ex- 
pressed in strong words? 

8. Why, apart from love for his son, may 
David have so overlooked Absalom’s guilt? 


(Answers on page 1047) 
- ye 


For Teen-Age Young Folks 
By Beatrice E. Borchardt 
“SorROW AND LOVE” 


LWAYS death is hard to bear, but 

how much sadder it becomes when 
the one who was loved had rejected the 
Lord. David’s grief over Absalom must 
have carried with it some of this unen- 
durable agony of realization that the son 
who had rejected him had also rejected 
his God. 

Once before David had lost a son 
whom he loved. While the child was ill 
David was bowed down with anxiety, 
but when the Lord took the little life, 
David realized, “Now he is dead, where- 
fore should I fast? can I bring him back 
again? I shall go to him, but he shall not 
return to me” (2 Sam. 12:23). “And 
David comforted Bathsheba his wife.” 
This little one they would meet again; 
therefore they must live worthily for - 
the sake of those who remained. The 
case of Absalom was different. While 
David had loved Absalom dearly, this 
father and son had no happy fellowship 
together. Yet note his feelings of tender- 
ness: ; 
td 
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“Mourned for his son every day” (2 
Sam. 13:37). 


“Longed to go forth unto Absalom” 
(v. 39). 


“The king’s heart was toward Absa- 
lom” (14:1). 


“The king kissed Absalom” (v. 33). 


“Deal gently for my sake .. . with Ab- 
salom” (18:5). 


“Ig ... Absalom safe?” (vs. 29, 32.) 


“Would God I had died for thee, O 
Absalom” (v. 33). 


“Greater love hath no man than this, 
that a man lay down his life for his 
friends,” yet in this entire story we find 
no definite mention of an attempt to win 
Absalom to a godly life. While the son 
grew more and more wicked, David drew 
closer to his Lord. David’s age and 
physical slowness, the unkindness of Ab- 
salom, memory of his own sins, rugged 
inconveniences of temporary camping 
sites, disloyalty of subjects, the humili- 
ating experience with Shimei, thoughts 
of Mephibosheth’s possible treachery, all 
these could have left him morose and 
vengeful, but instead, they made him 


sweeter and more humble even toward — 


enemies. Above all, he never doubted 
God’s power to sustain him (Psas, 3; 4; 
37; 42; 43; 63). 

If Absalom had been wide-awake to 
his father’s courage and fineness of char- 
acter, and responsive to parental love, 
the hardness of his heart might have 
been broken, and perhaps then he might 
have accepted his father’s God. David 
was interested in building a temple for 
worship. Did he have a “family altar” 
in his home where Absalom might have 
heard his father’s Psalms and where he 
might have been taught to pray? 


an “altar” (Prov. 1:1-10). 


Christian leaders who have no chil- 
dren of their own are burdened for the 
spiritual welfare of the children of 
others, and are grieved when young folks 
turn aside from the teaching and influ- 
ence of the church and from individual 
counsel and go their wild ways toward 
lives of pain and defeat. How much 
greater must be the sorrow of parents 
whose children reject them and God. 
To be sure, we find multitudes of victo- 
rious young folks who have résponded to 
the training of Christian parents, but 
others who have been reared just as 
carefully have let evil companions divert 
them from the right, until parents are be- 
wildered and depressed with a sense of 
failure, 

How is it with you? Are you adding 
to your parents’ sense of failure? Are 
they ashamed of your conduct, or proud 
of your loyalty and faith? Let us thank 
God for Christian parents and friends, 
and pray that their efforts may bear 
fruit in the lives of their families (2 
Tim, 3:14, 15). 


ALPauGH, CaLir. 


Sol- , 
omon must have been trained at such’ 
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Teaching the Juniors 


By Vivian D. Gunderson 
APPROACH 


AST week we had to stop our story 

in the middle. King David and his 
men were marching sadly away from 
Jerusalem. Wicked Absalom and his 
men were marching into Jerusalem, But 
that was not the end. 


Tue STory 


Absalom took possession of his father’s 
palace. Hushai came to see him and 
asked if he could help.him. Absalom 
said, “You were my father’s friend and 
adviser, why didn’t you go with him?” 

Hushai answered, “I will serve the one 
the Lord and the people of Israel 
choose.” Whom do you think Hushai 
meant? Absalom thought Hushai meant 
that he was going to serve him instead 
of King David. So Absalom called 
Ahithophel and asked him and Hushai to 
advise him what to do next. 

Ahithophel said: “Let us go after your 
father at once. We can catch him and 
kill him while he is still tired and sad. 
Then you can be king without any more 
trouble.” Absalom liked that advice but 
he turned next to Hushai. 

Hushai said, “Do not go after King 
David till you have time to get all the 
army together to help you fight him.” 
Absalom said, “Hushai’s advice is even 
better than Ahithophel’s.” So he sent for 
the army to help him. 

Hushai told two young men to take 
the news to David. A boy saw them go- 
ing and told Absalom. Absalom sent 
some servants to catch the messengers. 
The young men hid inside a wéll in a 
farmer’s yard. The farmer’s wife cov- 


ered the mouth of the well and piled 


corn on top of it. When Absalom’s men 
came and searched the place they never 
dreamed the rhessengers were hiding un- 
der that pile of corn. They could not 
find them anywhere so’they went back 
to Jerusalem. After they were gone the 
farmer’s wife moved the corn and let 
the young men up out of the well. So 
they were able to take the news to King 
David. 

Then David and all his men decided 
to” cross the Jordan River, that very 
night. 

Absalom gathered an army together as 
fast as he could and then he led them 
out to find King David and his men, 
David’s men got ready to fight, too. 
David wanted to lead the soldiers but 
they begged him not to. They said, “You 
know Absalom is more anxious to kill 
you than anybody else.” So King David 
said, “It shall be as you wish.” 

Just before the battle, David called his 
captains together and said, “Deal gently 
with Absalom for my sake.” 

The battle took place in a dense woods. 
“And the wood devoured more people 
that day than the sword devoured.” Ab. 
salom met some of David’s men. He was 
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riding on a mule. He turned the mule 
around in a hurry and tried to gallop 
away. The mule ran past a huge oak 
tree. Absalom’s thick hair caught in the 
branches. The mule ran on leaving Ab- 
salom hanging from the tree by his hair, 

A man saw Absalom hanging there. 
He ‘went and told Joab, one of David's 
captains. Joab said, “Why didn’t you 
kill him?” J 

The man answered, “Because I heard 
King David say we should deal gently 
with Absalom for his sake.” Joab hur- 
ried back to the oak tree. Absalom was 
still hanging there. Joab ‘killed him and 
then blew a trumpet to let everyone 
know the war was over. 

Some messengers ran to tell David that 
his army had won the victory. David 
said, “Is Absalom safe?” When he heard 
that Absalom was dead, he said, “O my 
son Absalom, my son Absalom! I,wish 
I could have died instead of you, O Absa- 
lom, my son, my son!” 


CoNncLUSION 
Let us say the Golden Text together. 
How very sad it is to be a grief to one’s 
parents! 
FERNDALE, WASH, 


The Treasure Chest for 
Primary Teachers 


By Opal Leonore Gibbs 


Topic and Scripture: 
David’s Great Sorrow '(2 Sam. 18:18-33) 


‘WO weeks ago we learned that 

David rebelled against God. For 
when anyone sins he is truly rebelling 
against God. And who remembers’ what 
rebelling means? 

Did you know that God has made a 
law, that when we do wrong to others, 
someone sometime will do that same 
wrong to us? « 

Joan, look in the Treasure Chest for a 
jar of seed. What kind of seed is this? 
Yes, it is corn. If Joan plants this corn 
next spring, will peas come up? Or will 
it be carrots? 

You see, God has this same law in 
making gardens. Whatever we plant, 
that same thing will come up and grow. 

David planted the black seed. of re- 
bellion against God’s commands.' And 
those same black seeds came up in the 
heart of Absalom, 

Well, Ronny, can you tell us what hap- 
pened to Absalorn? 

Yes, and after Joab had killed him, he 
blew his horn loud and long. That stop- 
ped the fighting and the people began 
to go home. 

Now there were two boys in those 
woods who were fighting on the side of 
King David. Their names were Ahimaaz 
and Cushi. Ahimaaz was a white boy 
and Cushi was black, 

Did’any of you ever play with colored 
children? Perhaps there are some in\ 
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your school. They have hearts just like 
ours — black with sin until Jesus washes 
them white. And Jesus loves them ex- 
actly the same as He loves white chil- 
dren. 


Well, Ahimaaz and Cushi both wanted 
to be runners that day and run to the 
king with the battle news. 

But Cushi knew just what had hap- 
pened while Ahimaaz did not know. We 
should never tell news unless we know 
just exactly what happened. 

Let’s play a game that shows this. I'll 
whisper a bit of,news in Dick’s ear, then 
he can whisper it to Sue, and so on. 
We'll see how it comes out. 

There! I said, “John took some candy 
to Aunt May.” And Jean at'the end of 
the line heard, “Don took some candy 
today.” Quite different, isn’t it? So un- 
less we know for sure what has hap- 
pened, we had better not tell it. 

Well, General Joab told Cushi to run 
with the news to King David. Cushi 
started off. But Ahimaaz wanted to 
run, too. And he knew a nearer ‘way to 
go. So Ahimaaz reached David first. 

“Oh, what has happened?” asked King 
David. J 

“Why, our side won the battle,” cried 
Ahimaaz. 

“But my son po a he safe?” 

“I—I don’t know,” stammered Ahim- 
aaz. “I saw a lot of people standing 
around but I don’t know what they were 
doing.” 

Then Cushi came running in where 
the king was. 

“What has happened?” asked David. 

“The bad people who rebelled against 
you have been beaten in battle,” came 
the joyful answer. 

“But Absalom, my son—is he all 
right?” asked the king arixiously. 

Cushi shook his head. “I hope,” he 
answered, “that all who fight against the 
king will be as Absalom is.” 

Then David knew his handsome son 
was dead. And he began to cry, “O Ab- 
salom, my son, my son! I wish God had 
let me die instead of you!” 

The people felt so sorry for ‘David that 
he should have had such a wicked son. 

Do bad children make their fathers 
happy or unhappy? Yes, our Memory 
Verse answers that question (Prov. 17: 
25). 

How can we make our parents happy? 
There is only one way. 

Martha, look in the Treasure Chest for 
a picture of Jesus. And Joe will find a 
small clock. ; 

Now listen with both ears: The only 
way to be happy ourselves and to make 
our parents happy is to let Jesus live in 
our hearts every moment of every hour 
of every day. Can we say that together? 

Forestvitte, N. Y. 
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Illustrating the Lesson 


Since the Evangelical International Lessons 
will not be treated in the Times in 1948, no 
lesson list will be published by the Times. 

God’s Grief—A foolish son is a grief 
to his father, and bitterness to her that 
bare him (Prov. 17:25, Golden Text). 
What = grief it must be to the Father 
that so many of His sons and gaughters 
are not on speaking terms with Him! He 
has been good to them, very good, gen- 
erous, considerate, patient, slow to anger, 
swift to forgive, full of loving kindness. 
But God is not in all their thoughts — 
they are heedless to His commandments, 
indifferent to His gifts,deaf to His still, 
small voice; and to His knocking hand 
their heart’s door remains fast closed.— 
From the American Missionary. Sent by 
Irma R. Chapin, Jefferson, Ohio. 


No Tidings!—Wherefore wilt thou run 

. seeing that thou hast no tidings ready? 
(2 Sam. 18:22.) An article in Moody 
Monthly used this text as a protest 
against sending forth men into the Gos- 
pel ministry who have no message for 
lost sinners. The writer stated: “Some 
years ago Dr. James F, Zwemer, in con- 
versation with me, said, ‘The longer I 
live, the more it seems to me that this is 
the fundamental problem of theology: 
Has God spoken?’ He was right. Two 
great things form the warp and woof of 
the Christian religion: What God has 
done, and what God has said. 

“Therefore we say, ‘He has no tidings 
ready, as a Christian minister, who has 
not a firm faith in the Christian religion 
as a system of historical fact and re- 
vealed teaching.” One of the saddest 
experiences in my own ministry was to 
sit on an ordination council of a young 
man who was planning to be a mission- 
ary to Jamaica. This young man openly 
declared his belief that the Bible was 
no more inspired than were the writings 
of Shakespeare. Another pastor and I 
were the only ones on the council who 
registered protests. He was rejected by 
a margin of only one vote, but later the 
“powers that be” in our denomination 
influenced the young man’s ordination 
at a council more favorable to such 
views.—Personal, Sent by Howard M. 
Green, Laconia, N. H. Prize illustration. 


He Never Fails.—Blessed be the Lord 
thy God, which hath delivered (2 Sam. 
18:28). Trust in yourself and‘ you are 
doomed to disappointment. ‘Trust in 
your friends, and they will die and leave 
you. Trust in reputation, and some slan- 
derous tongue will blast it. Trust in 
money, and you may have it taken from 
you. ‘Trust in God, and you are never to 
be confounded in time or eternity— 
From Sunday Magazine. Sent by Hazel 
Thomson, Chicago. 


If It Were Your Boy.—Is the young 
man Absalom safe? (2 Sam. 18:29.) Some 
years ago the late Horace Mann, the emi- 
nent educator, delivered an address at the 
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opening of some reformatory institution 
for boys, during which he remarked 
that if only one boy was saved from 
ruin it would pay for all the cost and 
care and labor of establishing such an 
institution as that. After the exercises 
had closed, in private conversation, a 
gentleman rallied Mr. Mann upon his 
statement, and said to him, “Did you not 
color that a little when you said that all 
the expense and labor would be repaid 
if it vg Boas one boy?” “Not if it 
was my boy,” was the solemn and con- 
vincing reply. Ah! there is a wonder- 
ful value about “my boy.” Other boys 
may be left to drift uncared for to the 
ruin which is so near to hand, but “my 
boy”— it were worth the toil of a life- 
time and the lavish wealth of a world 
to save him from temporal and spiritual 
ruin.—From the Christian. Sent by Mrs. 
M. Watts, Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. 


Greater Even Than a Father’s Love.— 
Would God I had died for thee, O Ab- 
salom, my son, my son (2 Sam. 18:33.) 
Knowing that the weights of both him- 
self and his son could not be supported 
long after their frail kayak overturned 
in Little Neck Bay, Edward Henning of 
New York chose to let go and sink be- 
neath the waves. Just before he went 
down, he counseled the boy, who was 
rescued later, “Hang on the boat, son, 
and keep kicking.” The story of this 
noble father’s love, devotion, supreme 
sacrifice, and heroism melts our hearts. 
In a way it reminds us of the love and 
sacrifice of Christ. Yet the love of 
Christ surpasses it, because He gave His 
life on the cruel cross, not for those who 
loved Him as this boy did hig father, 
but rather for those who loved Him not, 
but hated. Him without a cause. Such 
love should melt the hardest heart to 
repentance and beget love to Christ in 
return. Does the reader love Him thus? 
—From Truth For You. Sent by Howard 
M. Green, Laconia, N. H. 


ye 
This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 1043) 


1. He was at Mahanaim where Ishbosheth 
had reigned (2 Sam. 2:8, 9). 

2. There are two perfectly logical expla- 
nations: (1) the pillar was reared before 
the birth of Absalom’s sons; or (2) his sons 
had died before the pillar was reared. In 
any of the genealogies no sons of Absalom 
are mentioned,’ so the latter explanation 
seems more like the correct one. 

3. Not whether the battle was won or lost, 
but whether his beloved son was safe. 

4. “The sword shall never depart from 
thine house” (2 Sam. 12:10). 

5. “I the Lord thy God am a jealous God, 
visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the 

en...” (Exod./20:5). 

6. He succeeded Zadok as high pri 

7. Jacob’s love for Benjamin —“his ‘life is 
bound up in the lad’s life’ (Gen. 44:30). 

8. It may be that David’s own sense of 
guilt and sin against God so weighed upon 
him that Absalom’s, in comparison, seemed 
as nothing. 

- West Cottmncswoop, N. J. 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, November 9 


4. World Peace Possible Through 
Missions (Isa. 2:2-4) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 


Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 


F THE topic of our lesson for this week 

ended with an interrogation point, the 
Scripture lesson indicated would be a 
complete and satisfying answer to the 
question. However, the topic, as it 
stands, ending with a period, implies 
something to which many earnest Chris- 
tians and students of God’s Word raust 
take exception, particularly in the light 
of the Scripture reading that is appen- 
ded. 


It is true that, in a very real sense, the 
preaching of the Gospel brings peace, 
but that peace is a matter between God 
and the individual believer (Rom. 5:1). 
It is als6 true that the Lord Jesus in- 
tended His followers to have peace (John 
14:27, and 16:33). It is also true that 
peace is a part of the ninefold fruit 
that the Holy Spirit wants to produce 
in the hearts of those who are yielded 
to Christ (Gal. 5:22, 23). 

It is likewise clear,from the teachings 
of God’s Word that God intended be- 
lievers to live in love and peace with 
one another (1 Cor, 14:33; Eph... 4:3; 
Col. 3:15; 1 Thess. 5:13), and, in so far as 
is possible, to live at peace with all men 
(Rom, 12:18). 
is no suggestion that the preaching of 
the Gospel or that missionary effort will 
bring about world peace. The great 


But in all of this, there 
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truth that Christians must not lose sight 
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Lights Over Europe Burn But Dimly ... 
If they are not to go out completely — and with them, the lights 
all over the world, MORE SPEL LIGHT must be pro- 
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of His father David. When that great 
day comes, His Kingdom will indeed be 
“in the top of the mountains” or in 
authority over all of the other kingdoms 
of the earth. The law will go forth 
from Jerusalem and will be righteously 
and impartially administered. Today the 
nations of this earth have no disposition 
to learn of God’s ways or to walk in His 
paths, or to be controlled by His laws 
(v. 33). Nations today do not dare to 
beat their swords into plqwshares and 
their spears into pruning hooks lest they 
be devoured by unprincipled, aggressor 
nations. The second condition that must 
accompany disarmament has not yet 
been fulfilled (v. 4). Today, nations do 
lift up the sword against other nations, 
and they are still learning war, and 
will continue to do so until the Lord 
Jesus returns to put a stop to this prac- 
tice, and to restrain, by His power, law- 
less nations. ye 


Therefore, it will be seen that world 
peace is not possible through missions 
and never will be. Only the return of 
the Prince of Peace will usher in lasting 
world peace. "7 


Christians, on the other hand, must 
not relax in their efforts to preach the 
saving Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ 
‘to the uttermost parts so that all who 
will may be saved, and may be brought 
into peace with God and with their 
fellow men. 

Christians will likewise want to sup- 
port all legitimate efforts to bring about 
such a measure of peace as is possible 
in the age in which: we live. But they 
should have no illusions that such efforts 
are going’ to usher in .world peace, for 
God Himself tells us that only the right- 
eous reign of His Son, in person, on this 
earth can bring about this blessed and 
much to be desired state. Hence the 
Christian’s prayer, “Even so, come, Lord 
Jesus” (Rev. 22:20). : 

PHILADELPHIA, 

' w 


New Books for Children 


and Youth 
(Continued from page 1035) 


they are offered cocktails and, on refus- 
ing, are dubbed sissies. So to prove they 
are really brave, the boys drink just a 
little. The result? A dark, rainy night, 
four wobbly bikes on the road home, 
and an auto accident in which the driver 
is actually killed. The way the boys’ 
Sunday school teacher leads them to fol- 
low the example of a Bible Fearless 
Four makes interesting—not reading, 
but pictures, for the whole story is done 
in large, colored and backed figures, 
ready be placed on the flannel board 
as the tale unfolds. A splendid tool for 
the temperance lesson. 


A Soldier’s Daughter. By G. L. Wind. 
(Concordia Pub. House, St. Louis 18; $1.) 
Little Lottie was compelled to live at 
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her grandmother’s boardinghouse be- 
cause her father, Major Barr, had to 
leave their home for military duty when 
war was declared. And, this boarding- 
house contained such an odd assortment 


of people! Cranky, old Miss Towers 
was not very friendly, and was especially 
resentful toward Span, Lottie’s little dog. 
Lottie proved to be the only friend Mr. 
Heick, an elderly and sickly boarder, 
ever had — and simply because she asked 
him to put his trust in the Lord, and 
not in his great amount of money. Mrs. 
Jordan, a young war widow, is another 
boarder. Lottie soon learns to know and 
to love Mrs. Jordan very dearly, and 
this story ends as Mrs, Jordan tells Lot- 
tie that, when the war is over, Major 
Barr, Lottie, and she will all live to- 
gether. “A Soldier’s Daughter” is a de- 
lightful story, portraying Lottie’s Chris- 
tian influence, and showing how this in- 
fluence brought happiness and help into 
a number of sad and darkened lives. 


Heroes of the Bible. By Olive Beaupre 
Miller. (Funk and Wagnalls Co., New 
York 10; $4.95.) The great characters of 
Scripture have always challenged the 
best story writers, and in the present 
work they seem to move lifelike be- 
fore the eyes of the reader. Many of 
the main epochs of Bible history are 
skillfully woven around an outstanding 
person, beginning with “Abraham the 
Faithful, the Father of a Nation.” Then 
follow Jacob, Joseph, Moses, Joshua, 
and so on. There is ample scope for 
imagination, filling in the details of en- 
vironment, personalities, contemporary 
history, atmosphere, and background, 
yet the facts as recorded in Scripture 
are closely adhered to, and frequently 
the words of the Bible itself are fitted 
appropriately into place. Much informa. 
tion is given, and all the events and 
personages are deftly harmonized in the 
smooth-flowing stories. There is a fresh- 
ness and attractiveness that compels 
sustained interest. 


An unusual feature of this volume of 
Bible stories is the largé space devoted 
to a warm and sympathetic portraiture of 
the life and message of most of the writ- 
ing prophets: Amos the Herdsman; 
Hosea the Prophet of Love; Isaiah the 
Statesman, and with him, Micah; Jere- 
miah, and with him Zephaniah, Habakkuk, 
Nahum, and Obadiah; Ezekiel; Daniel; 
and a chapter on Zerubbabel, Haggai, 
Zechariah, Ezra, Nehemiah, and Malachi, 
This is followed by an excellent story 
of what happened between the Testa- 
ments, “Judas the Hammerer and His 
Family of the Maccabees.” 

Only three New Testament characters 
are chosen, Mary, Jesus, and Paul, and 
here the evangelical Bible student will 
be troubled by a strange note. The great 
facts of the Book are not distorted, some 
of the strongest evangelical Scriptures 
being freely quoted from the Authorized 
Version. And yet the unique deity of 
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our Lord is constantly glossed over and 
His words and acts so interpreted as to 
make Him appear merely the greatest 
of the world’s heroes, and His task “to 
show other men how to find their true 
selves as the perfect sons of God.” He 
is pictured as “the world’s greatest ex- 
ample of love.” The temptation in the 
wilderness is a natural human experi- 
ence very similar to that of Abraham 
and Moses, and through it “he grew 
more firm in his purpose to pour out 
all of himself in the service of man- 
kind, to preach and to teach through 
Israel the truth that should make man- 
kind free.” The Apostle Paul is pictured 
as bringing the hearts of the people “into 
line with Jesus’ way of life,” telling 
“how this Jesus had risen from the dead, 
proving life to be deathless.” Paul's 
ideal was that “men would have pa- 
tience with one another, each striving in 
his own way to attain such a manhood 
as Jesus had shown the world.” He 
“fearlessly battled to change the narrow 
conception of a merely national Messiah 
into a world-wide Saviour for whom all 
mankind was groping.” 

The book contains nearly five hundred 
pages and is ornamented with more than 
a hundred illustrations, many of them 
full pages in color. 


Young People’s Bible Study Course. 
By Jacob Blaauw. (Zondervan Pub. 
House, Grand Rapids 2, Mich., 75 cents.) 
An earnest spiritual pastor, realizing 
the ignorance of the fundamental doc- 
trines of the Christian faith which pre- 
vails among the youth of America, 
started to work out a course of religious 
instruction for his own young people. 
It is meant to lead to a greater under- 
standing and appreciation of the Chris- 
tian life and church membership. Other 
ministers and workers saw the effec- 
tiveness of these lessons and desired to 
use them, which led to the careful re- 
vision and publishing of the. course. 
There are twenty lessons under the gen- 
eral heading, “What the Bible Teaches” 
—about the Bible, man, sin, the human 
nature of Jesus Christ, His deity, death, 
resurrection, the Holy Spirit, salvation, 
faith, the Christian life, the sacraments, 
and so on. The treatment is by clear 
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and attractive outline studies, the an- 
swers if possible in Scripture texts, with 
a brief explanatory note if necessary. 
Each chapter is followed by a set of 
review questions. The author and pub- 
lisher have happily succeeded in making 
the material and arrangement genuinely 
interesting. It is suitable to be used 
for college or high school age. 


My Happy Birthday Book. Written by 
William M. Lessel. Illustrated by Frank 
E, Warren. (Moody Press, Chicago 10; 
$1.50.) “Beautiful!” is the involuntary 
exclamation as one turns the pages of 
this new contribution to juvenile litera- 
ture. It is a birthday book in which a 
child may fill in the names and dates of 
relatives and friends, with some hints 
and helps to teach the child thoughtful- 
ness for others. There is a page giving 
a “Happy Birthday Song,” and one whole 
page for each month of the year. On 
the opposite page there is a suitable 
Bible verse to memorize and a happy 
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One Dozen Choice Books 


Hunting Pygmy Hunters 
By Missionary Don Fairley 
Brand new codenesion. Many 
pictures, - 50c 
Prophetic Parables of 
Matthew 13 
An outstanding book by Arthur 
W. Pink: Price - - 60c 


How To Be Saved and 
Know It 
By J. E. Conant 
Valuable for saved and unsaved. Price - + Be 
Preach the Word 


125 sermon outlines by Frederick oder. In demand, 
and very helpful. Price : 50c 


Why Do the Righteous Suffer? 
ime po ee C Thiessen. Helpful fer ae 
ing ut-ins. Price 

Training Your Child fer Christ 
Important challenge to parents by Edith M. Guntesee. 

The Great Tribulation 
Valuable prophetic study by T. R. Dunham. Price, 35¢ 
Methods of Witnessing to Roman Catholics 
| Aas James L Cusden, Foreword by H. A. monte 


renightly Dividing the Word of Truth 
By C. L. Scofield. (Exactly as he wrote it.) Price 2c 
Strange Short Stories by the Doctor 
33 fine stories by Walter Wilson. Price - 50c 
Maranatha Gospel Choruses 
95 choice selections by “Bob” Savage ond “Russ” 
Case. Price 35e 


Let’s Go Fishing With the Doctor 


Pes A good book on, evangelism w Walter Wilson. 
ce : 


5c 
FUNDAMENTAL TRUTH PUBLISHERS, Findlay, Ohio 
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birthday poem for father, mother, 
brother, sister, and other relatives and 
friends. Opposite December is a recog- 
nition of the Saviour’s birthday. Every 
page is full of lively, entertaining, and 
beautifully colored pictures. 


A Little Book of Singing. Graces and 
A Little Book of Bedtime Songs. Col- 
lected by Jeanette Perkins Brown. 
(Abingdan-Cokesbury Press, Nashville 
2, Tenn., 50 cents each.) The first of 
these charming little books contains nine 
table graces for the child to learn to sing. 
They are very suitable words of true 
thanksgiving to God for the daily bless- 
ings with which every child is familiar. 
Each is set to a simple tune, with the 
notes of the melody printed on the page. 
The “Bedtime Songs” represent the 
thoughts of the child at evening, half 
prayer, half meditation, and each with its 
own simple melody. Every page in both 
books is profusely illustrated with lovely 
and appealing pictures of children and 
their parents, their pets and their toys, 
birds, and flowers, all in soft-toned 
colors. 


John of America. By Loring MacKaye. 
(Longmans, Green and Co., Inc., New 
York 3; $2.50.) Every school child knows 
something about George Washington’s 
life and times, but few have heard of 
George’s grandfather, John, who in 1657 
came over to Virginia as mate on the 
ship, God’s Comfort, defying its cruel 
captain and accusing him of murder on 
high seas. The story, however, follows 
principally another John, a foundling 
whose only identification was an Earl’s 
coat of arms on a brooch. Brought up 
by Mother Margaret, this younger lad 
was horrified when his noble foster 
mother was tried and sentenced to hang 
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2» NEW RAINBOW STORIES ¢ 6 on cartier companion volume of 
unusual missionary stories about children from many parts of the world. The 
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orphans, Twenty-four stories, $1.30, 
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as a witch, and that for a prank he him- 
self- haa helped to perpetrate. A fugi- 
tive. then, John fled with another so- 
called witch and, after a nightmare 
voyage, reached the shores of the new 
world. But even here enemies of free- 
dom and tolerance discovered the boy, 
accusing him also of witchcraft. His 
acquittal was brought about by John 
Washingtsn in a manner that provided 


/ gossip for the Jamestown colony through 


months to come. The England of Crom- 
well’s time and all the injustices and 
superstitions that fostered independence 
in young America are so clearly depicted 
that the t-le has considerable value as 
sugar-coated history. The profanity, 
which most realistic writers think neces- 
sary, is of a mild form, names of the 
Deity being omitted. 


My Caravan. By Eulalie Osgood 
Grover. (Albert Whitman and Co., Chi- 
cago 6; $1.50.) Children love poetry, and 
in this fine collection all for them, 
authors old and new offer the very best 
of their happy fancies. “I Go Adven- 
turing” is the title of the first group, 
which has to do with caravans, ships, 
and far-away places, while the second 
series on “Out-of-Doors” paints bright 
pictures of rain, flowers, and many other 
things that should make us happy. 
“Fairy Folk” dance through the pages 
that follow, and then comes “A-Foot and 
A-Wing,” which plays up Sir Robin and 
assorted other birds along with some in- 
sects, and a very naughty frog. The 
land of “Make-Believe” includes Eugene 
Field’s “The Sugar-Plum Tree” and 
Bunner’s classic about the old, old lady 
and the boy that was half past three. 
The fifth group, labeled “Just For Fun,” 
laughs over a centipede who couldn’t 
tell which leg came after which, and the 
Man in the Moon that tried to drink 
from the Dipper. But part six, “Shadow 
Time,” is sweetest of all, as it whispers 
of Auld Daddy Darkness and the loving 
care of the good God. Florence Samp- 
son’s clever silhouettes make the anthol- 
ogy even more appealing. It is a volume 
that will never wear out its welcome. 


Little Feather Rides Herd. By Ber- 
nard Palmer. (Zondervan Pub. House, 
Grand Rapids 2, Mich., 75 cents.) Joey, 
Squeax, Tommy, and Little Feather are 
invited to spend the summer in South 
Dakota, on the ranch owned by Joey’s 
Uncle Carl. Each boy was given a horse 
to use on his explorations in and around 
the Badlands. On their very first trip 
among the majestic, multicolored spires 
of that entrancingly interesting and mys- 
terious South Dakota country, the boys 
met a deputy sheriff who stopped them 
and asked a lot of questions. That put 
them on their guard, and immediately 
things began to happen — clues piled up 
until the boys were able to solve the 
mystery of the stolen herd of cattle. The 
way in which Little Feather, a full- 
blooded Indian lad, rode the herd back 
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to its rightful owner involves enough 
excitement for any thrill-loving young 
boy. The four boys are all Christians, and 
because they live true to their faith 
every day, in the ordinary affairs of 
life, Litttle Feather’s cousin, Sleeping 
Eagle, is led to the Lord by Squeak. 
The story is a wholesome one that will 
make Christianity attractive and natural 
to boys. 


Big Peanuts. By Lucinda A. Newton. 
(Moody Press, Chicago 10; 60 cents.) 
Children will listen with rapt attention 
to the story of the little African boy 
whose given name was “Big Peanuts.” 
In simple language are pictured his 
home life, his family, and his surround- 
ings. Then “Big Peanuts” entered the 
mission school so that’ he might learn 
to read from paper that talks. There 
he learned the sweet, new name of 
“Yesu.” It is an interesting little story 
showing: how the Gospel works in mis- 
sion lands, and it is well illustrated with 
characteristic African sketches. The 
book of about eighty pages is suitable 
to be read in installments for the mis- 
sionary hour in summer Bible schools, or 
wherever a good missionary story is 
needed.” Older children will read it for 
themselves, and will hear the Lord Jesus 

‘ speaking to their own hearts. 


Little Feather Goes Hunting. By Ber- 
nard Palmer. (Zondervan Pub. House, 
Grand Rapids 2, Mich., 75 cents.) It was 
a fine camera—there was no doubt 
about it. And the Sunday school super- 
intendent had promised it to the pupil 
who took the best wild-life picture, pro- 
vided the bird or animal was one men- 
tioned in the Bible.. How Little Feather 
wanted that camera! So did Squeak 
and Joey. And so, too, did the new- 
comer, Tommy Orrin, who cared noth- 
ing about Sunday school. The boys shot 
pictures persistently, with some near 
misses and not a few harrowing adven- 
tures. At last it was Tommy who 
brought in the prize close-up of a beau- 
tiful heron. Then something happened 
which gave Little Feather not only the 
camera but a soul won to the Lord Jesus. 


Hoppity. By Marjorie Barrows. (Rand 
McNally and Co., Chicago 5; 60 cents.) 
Early one morning Hoppity realized 
that it was Mother Rabbit’s birthday. 
and he knew at once that the best pres- 
ent he could get for her was the Big- 
gest Golden Carrot in the World. But 
where could it be found? He rolled 
out of bed, combed out his whiskers, 
scrubbed his long, fuzzy ears, somer- 
saulted down Buttercup Hill, and started 
the search. His experiences were many 
and varied, and he was helped on his 
way by Mrs. Beaver, Mrs. Squirrel, and 
the pretty Butterfly, who kindly took 
him to the wise old White Rabbit of 
Windy Wood. A valuable lesson may 
be learned, even by a very small child, 
in -the fact that Hoppity was directed 
to his own back yard where he found 
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the coveted Golden Carrot. The pictures 
were drawn by Sut Simons, and are 
attractively colored. By the use of a 
very novel device, Hoppity’s happy little 
button face looks out through every 
page of the book, and even peeps out 
through the front cover. And his eyes 
will glow in the dark, too, for they have 
been treated with a harmless, luminous 
substance which needs only to he ex- 
posed to an ordinary light bulb for a 
few seconds. Tiny tots of picture-book 
age will be delighted with this little 
story. 


The Bible for Youth. By C. J. Sharp. 
(Standard Pub. Co., Cincinnati 10; 60 
cents.) Christian workers are beginning 
to realize that childhood and not youth 
is the ‘time for the first definite Bible 
teaching. So Mr. Sharp’s text is pre- 
pared especially for the Primary, Junior, 
and lower Intermediate years It di- 
vides the entire Bible into four sections, 
two each on the Old’‘and New Testa- 
ments. The first section, for example, 
considers the Bible as a whole, the Old 
Testament divisions and books, the 
events of Old Testament times, and six- 
teen principal men.of this period. A 
fifth section is entitled “The Church,” 
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The Times advertising columns can help you in your work in the church or Sunday 


school. 


Why not plan your purchases with the help of these columns? 











The 1948 edition of Dr. 
Earl L. Douglass’ practi- 
cal expositions of the 
International Sunday 
School Lessons contains 
an entirely new feature. 
Striking illustrative ma- 
terial—brief stories from 
history, literature, or 
from present-day hap- 
penings—serve vividly to 
drive home the impor- 
tant teachings of each 
lesson. This 27th annual 
volume of lessons gives 
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Now is the time to order your new 


SNOW DEN-DOUGLASS 
Sunday School Lessons 


a clear, crisp explanation 
of each weekly lesson, 
with important points 
in bold type, and a spe- 
cial section entitled, 
“‘Hints to Teachers.” 

Every teacher will find 
it invaluable for class 
preparation. The Re- 
view and Expositor says, 
***Snowdens’ has proved 
its worth through the 
years and deserves a place 
on every alert teacher’s 
bookshelf.” $2.00 


At your denominational bookstore or 


The Macmillan Company 
New York 11 
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and financial backing by public-spirited Chrisuan busi- 
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Russell & Pugh Lumber Co. - Springston, Idaho 


Free Offer 


To Churches and Pasters 


Here’s an unusual opportunity to get a free supply of 
one of America’s best-known gospel monthly papers— 
with your own church imprint, 


The Visitor 


Is used by hundreds of pastors to spread the gospel 
from door to door in their communities, to encourage 
church members and to announce church services. 








This free offer to all pastors and churches who are not 
now using THE VISITOR can be made for a limited 
time only. Write today for full details and sample 
copies of this widely used and specially imprinted 
paper, 


You Can Save $2.75 to $12.00 


Send Request on Church Letterhead to 
Good News Publishers, 411 S$. Wells, Chicago 7, Il. 
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and it is here that the author’s bias be- 
comes evident, for? he declares it is as 
wrong to change the name Christ gave 
to His church —that is, . “Christian” — 
as it would be to rebuild a neighbor’s 
porch which might not please us. Each 
section contains five lessons, all of which 
are followed by review questions and 
their answers, a memory verse, and a 
Bible drill. 


Queer Creatures On and Under the 
Ground. By Walter L. Wilson, M.D. (Van 
Kampen Press, Chicago 5; 50 ,cents.) 
The cover for these whimsical stories 
pictures an underwater craw-daddy sit- 
ting on a camp stool and preparing with 
knife and fork to devour a hook-baiter 
angleworm, Hence the lesson on tempta- 
tion and the tragedy of yielding, which 
is something one remembers without 
trying. The same is true of the book’s 
other Bible lessons, which are taken 
from the lives and habits of ants and 
anteaters, rabbits, badgers, foxes and 
bears, the platypus and aardvark, turtles 
and lizards. There is even a crazy 
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The Child’s Story Bible 


is a new favorite in Bible story books for home and 
The Child’s Story Bible is complete, true to 
the Bible, and carefully designed for children. 
Contains 584 pages, 36 full-page, full-color plates. 
“Clearly a great achievement in its field.” 


No finer Cheistmas gift for eny child. ........ $3.95 


WM. B. EERDMANS PUBLISHING CO. 
GRAND RAPIDS 3, MICHIGAN 


100,000. 
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“HOPE” FOR POLAND 


Hope is a Holstein cow from Pennsylvania, who began last Christmas to 
provide milk for Polish children at the orphanage at Konstancin, Poland. 
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chameleoi, which, having been placed 
on a plaid cloth, nearly fell to pieces 
tryinz to turn into all its colors at once! 
Dr. Wilson is a master storyteller, and 
his Gospel message is unmistakable. 


God Loves Me. By Eileen M. Fleeton 
and Frank E, Warren. (Moody Press, 
Chicago 10; 60 cents.) Miss Fleeton cre- 
ates first an exquisite child poem, then 
her artist illustrates it in colors, a page 
for each line. The two spiritual lessons 
taught first to all Beginners are those 
here given—that God made all the 
lovely out-of-doors, and “He made me”; 
that God loves little children all over 
the wurid, and “He loves me.” Since 
both pictures and print are large and 
strikingly brilliant, the book makes a 
perfect gift for kiddies from two to five 
years. 


Object Lessons for Youth. By Clyde 
C. Foushee. (Zondervan Pub. House, 
Grand Rapids 2, Mich., $1.50.) There are 
those who feel that the object lesson is 
not the best method for reaching chil- 
dren, but as the author says, “It will 
produce results.” And he speaks from 
experience since, for ten years past, he 
has given an object lesson every Sun- 
day morning. The fifty-four here chosen 
have such intriguing titles as “The Mon- 
key and the Cocoanut,” “The Trutha- 
phone,” “Woodpecker People,” and 
“Burning the Fire Poker.” Necessary 
objects are listed at the beginning of 
each chapter, and, while many of them 
must be bought at the drugsfore, others, 
such as rocks, sieve, brick, ring, candle, 
poker, and file are common to every 
home. Instead of taking up space for 
the accompanying Bible lesson, Mr: Fou- 
shee indicates in each talk where this* 
should be incorporated. And though a 
number of themes are directly evange- 
listic, others, equally important, aim 
rather to encourage and instruct. 

Christian workers who believe that 
eighty-five per cent of our knowledge 
comes through the eye-gate will rejoice 
in this new rich’source of material. 


Shenanigans at Sugar Creek. By Paul 
Hutchens, (Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub. Co., 
Grand Rapids 3, Mich., 75 cents.) Every 
boy knows what “shenanigans” are, and 
there are plenty of them in this eleventh 
The 
idea that started all the shenanigans, 
and got the gang into trouble, came 
from a library book called “The Hoosier 
Schoolmaster.” And then there was the 
snow man that looked too much like 
the new schoolteacher, and the poem 
that belittled him. Bill Collins, one of 
the gang, telis the story in his own ver- 
nacular, which is a great advantage to 
the reader because it lets him in on the 
real underlying motives and the sincere 
purposes in the minds and hearts of these 
young boys. Little Tom Till, the new- 
est member of the gang, although living 
in most unfortunate circumstances, lets 














Lesson for November 9 


his light shine, and is a faithful and 
true witness who has a very wholesome 
effect on all of his pals— yes, and even 
on their new schoolteacher! Mr. 
Hutchens has a God-given gift for mak- 
ing Christianity natural and attractive 
in the life of a boy. Boys—and girls 
—from eight to fourteen, will find the 
adventures of the Sugar Creek Gang 
absorbing, and those who love young- 
sters will do well to place such reading 
matter in their hands. 


Sloppy Joe. By Helen and Alf Evers. 
(Rand McNally and Co., Chicago 5; 60 
cents.) Sloppy Joe was a very careless 
little puppy who was persistently doing 
the wrong thing. The story tells how 
all the dogs ate neatly, were very clean, 
never made muddy tracks in the house 
—that is, all except Sloppy Joe. Small 
boys and girls will enjoy the funny 
antics of this puppy, and may profit, too, 
from the fact that Sloppy Joe finally 
learned to mend his careless and most 
mischievous habits. The illustrations 
are colored, and of full-page size, and 
will please nursery-age children. 


Milo’s New World. By Betty Morgan 
Bowen. (Longmans, Green and Co., Inc., 


New, York 3; $2.25.) In August, 1944, a 
thousand ople, young and old, from 
seventeen different nations, came to be 


guests of the United States until the 
-war should end. Something of their 
daily life at Fort Ontario, N. Y., is told 
in this book of fiction for children and 
young people. There is the mingling 
of the different nationalities, the strug- 
gle to overcome bitterness, the, fear of 
having to be returned to the war-torn 
countries, and the passionate longing of 
some who, like Milo, wanted only the 
chance to become good Americans. Chil- 
drer. are, of course, the principal char- 
acters in the story, and there is amuse- 
ment and pathos in their desire to ac- 
quire pets. “Bubie,” the dog, and 
“Mousy,” the cat, come early into the 
picture. Then at Christmas time, 1945, 
the word was received that none of those 
confined in the Fort need return to 
Europe unless they chose. As the fam- 
ilies and groups departed for destina- 
tions near and far, the problem of what 
to do with the pets became a challenge 
to the children, particularly Milo, 
owner of “Bubie.” This kind-hearted, 
keen-minded, ambitious young Italian 
boy stands as a type. He wanted so much 
to win the friendship and to under- 
stand the ways and life of the American 
people. The book might be called a 
textbook on international friendship. 


Pictured Geography. Story by Mar- 
guerite Henry, pictures by Kurt Wiese. 
(Albert Whitman and Co., Chicago 6, 
75 cents each.) This is the fourth series 
of pictured geographies published by 
Albert Whitman and Company. Each 
book in this particular series of eight 
measures 8x5% inches, and has a sturdy 
cloth binding. The countries and islands 
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included in these gaily pictured stories 
are Australia, Bahama Islands, Bermuda, 


British Honduras, Dominican Republic,~ That They M 


Hawaii, New Zealand, and the. Virgin 
Islands. The discovery. and settling of 
each land is discussed in an exception- 
ally interesting manner. Occupations, 
climate, habits, and customs of the peo- 
ple, government, and the future possi- 
bilities are carefully explained. Pic- 
tures and maps appear on every page, 
and they well illustrate the story 
throughout each of the books. The study 
of geography with the help of these 
books should prove a fascinating sub- 
ject to the child. 


Mister Longneck. By J. C. Brumfield. 
(Zondervan Pub. House, Grand Rapids 
2, Mich., 60 cents.) Mister Longneck 
is high-headed; he always looks up. He 
keeps himself clean. He runs from dan- 
ger, though he is not a coward and will 
fight energetically when fighting is nec- 
essary. Such are some of the giraffe les- 
sons with which the author impresses 
his young readers. Other messages are 
woven around bats, snakes, lemmings, 
ants, and turnip seed, all being drivy2n 
home with illustrations that are un- 
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Something New 


Paper napkins with Scripture verses for eve 
occasion. A FAMILY GIFT PACKAG 
that will delight throughout the year. Con- 
tains beautilal pastel napkins with appropri- 
ate. designs and Scripture verses for 
CHRISTMAS, NEW YEAR, EASTER, 
BIRTHDAY. $1.25. Also—Package of 
beautiful colored napkins, with assorted 
Scripture verses for DAILY USE. $1.25. 


An a ae gg SS Christmas gift for your Chris- 
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Our box of 21 DeLuxe Christmas folders have 
appropriate Scripture Texts and meaningful senti- 
ments that express TRUE CHRISTmas spirit. Add 
spiritual quality to the Christmas season. Designs 
are artistically lithographed in seven beautifully 
tinted pastel colors. These Ghrist-honoring cards 
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birthday. Sell readily at $1. AsSpecialSample Offer 
we will mail these 21 folders plus box of beautiful 
all-occasion folders post-paid for $1. Groups raise 
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of 26 Assortments. Profit up to 100%. Write today! 
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Brighten Your Sunday School Class 


WITH HIGLEY’S 1948 


LESSON COMMENTARY 


Thousands of enthusiastic users endorse 
it. This year’s print has more teaching 
helps to brighten your Sunday School 
class than any other commentary. Evan- 
elistic, Missionary, Bible-centered. 
on the international uniform les- 

son series. True to the whole Bible. 
Sound én the fundamentals of the faith. 





Chock-full of bright illustrations and spiritual gems. Makes lesson preparation a 
pleasure. No long hours spent in research. Face avi class with confidence. All 
information is keyed together and cross indexed. 


COMPLETE TEACHING 


HELPS IN ONE BOOK 


Includes all you need for easier and better teaching. 320 pages of special pictures, 
maps, object lessons, illustrations, topics for talks and teaching suggestions. Wash- 
lable cloth binding with attractive jackei. Price only $1.50. Order today from your 
bookseller or direct Sunday School Supplier. 


Write for big FREE “‘Master Line” Catalogue of Sunday School Supplies 
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THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 
WALL CALENDAR FoR 1948 


The popularity of THe SunpAy ScHoot Times calendar has compelled us to 
have a supply made in spite of a very much higher cost. We have kept our prices 
down to the lowest point possible. 

Once again our calendar will contain another series of twelve 
unusual pictures taken by Frances Jenkins Olcott, world-wide 
traveler and author. Her series of articles, which appeared in Tue 
Sunpay Scuoot Times has been published as a book entitled “The 
Bridge of Caravans.” 


Twelve pictures, as shown above, each on a separate sheet with 
a description written by Miss Olcott in her own vivid style, are 
contained in each calendar. A Scripture verse is given for each 
day of the year, and the International Uniform Lesson topic and 
readings for each Sunday are included. — 


These calendars are printed in a rich sepia tone, by the gravure process, a 
style of printing which has proved to be very popular among our subscribers. 


Orders should be placed as quickly as possible. The quantity prices offer an 
opportunity to purchase the calendars for resale among friends or fellow workers. 


PRICES (Postpaid) 

-3 35 50. -+. -$14.00 
1 ° e+e 27.00 

3.75 é . 


eee 52.00 
25 eeeeeeeee 7.25 eee 75.00 


THe SunDAY Scunoot Times Company 
325 NORTH THIRTEENTH STREET PHILADELPHIA 5, PA. 
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usually,good. Mr. Brumfield speaks regu- 
larly to the Radio Kids Bible Club, 
which is the voice of the Child Evange- 
lism Fellowship, and which has been 
used to bring hundreds of child listeners 
into the fold of Christ. 


Nuggets for Your 
Temperance Teachin5 


By Grace Clifford Howard 
Managing Editor, Ameri T Society 





Unholy Covenant.—‘Our revenue may 
derive some unholy benefit from the 
sale of alcohol, but the entire trade is 
nevertheless a covenant with sin and 
death.”— Lord Bacon, Clipsheet, October 
21, 1946. ; 


Postwar Alcoholics—The Veterans’ 
Administration in California reported in 
1941 that thirty-five per cent of the 5,000 
hospital beds in the Veterans’ Adminis- 
tration were occupied by alcoholics and 
patients with diseases due to alcohol, 
What will be the story twenty-five years 
after World War II? During World War I, 
wartime prohibition kept down the 
amount of alcoholic beverages available 
to the armed forces. In the last war, beer 
was plentifully supplied and ‘other 
stronger drinks were not unobtainable. It 
is probable that the percentage of alco- 
holics in hospital beds will rise consider. 
ably over the thirty-five per cent of 1941, 


Taken From the Newspapers.—“In the 
glowing universe of the whisky ads, no- 
body ever gets potted, or beats up bar- 
tenders, or falls down elevator shafts, or 
makes passes at other men’s wives, or 
runs over kids in the street, or eveh has 
a teeny weeny hangover.”— Sydney 
Harris, Chicago Daily News. 

The National Safety Council says al- 
cohol is involved in one-fourth of all 
road deaths; that drivers “under the in- 
fluence” have an accident rate fifty-five 
times that of nondrinkers; and that ’ 
drink-drivers are three to four times as 
liable to accidents—N, Y. Times, Sep- 
tember 8, 1946. 


Profit or Loss From Liquor Traffic?— 
The report of the Commission to Study 
the Problem of Alcoholism in Massachu- 
setts conclusively refutes the statement 
that taxes derived from alcoholic bev- 
erages are a benefit to the .state. It 
cost the Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
$61,000,000 during the year studied (1943) 
to care for patients suffering from alco- 
hel-caused méntal illness, crime due to 
inebriety, and financial dependence 
caused by inebriety. As against this $61,- 
000,000, taxes paid in amounted to $13,- 
139,266.79. And these, remember, are 
tangible costs only. Broken homes and 
lives, conduct of courts disposing of such 
cases are not figured in these costs, nei- 
ther are the fifty per cent of felonies and 
eighty-five per cent of misdemeanors 
committed in Massachusetts due to alco- 
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holism or crimes related thereto. Massa- 
chusetts has approximately 20,000 chronic 
alcoholics; twenty-six per cent of the 
cases handled by the Boston Council of 
Social Agencies are due to alcoholism.— 
Clipsheet, October 21, 1946. 


When Railroads Were Young.— A des- 
cription of the liquor traffic, written 
when railroads were just beginning to 
carry passengers, is as follows: 

“It is the railroad to ruin from all the 
departments of human affairs — surveyed 
by avarice, chartered by county courts, 
freighted with drunkards, with grog- 
shops for depots, rumsellers for en- 
gineers, bartenders for conductors, and 
landlords for steckholders—fired up 
with alcohol, and boiling with delirium — 
groans of the dying are the thunders of 
the train, and the shrieks of the women 
and children are the whistles of the 
engine. By the help of God we will re- 
verse the steam, put out the fire, annul the 
charter, save the freight."—The Ten- 
nessee Baptist, August 11, 1855. 


The State and Alcoholism.—A few 
states have taken it upon themselves to 
make the cure of alcoholism their official 
business. Connecticut has established 
clinical treatment which includes coun- 
selling for those who come voluntarily, 
or are sent by relatives or the courts. 
New Hampshire, New Jersey, and Ala- 
bama have earmarked funds for the 
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treatment of alcoholics, and fourteen 
cities have established committees for 
education on the subject. Have any of 
these methods brought results? The Yale 
clinies, established in Connecticut, where 
a psychiatrist, a general physician, a lay 
therapist, and a psychiatric social worker 
are in attendance, report that drunken- 
ness has been checked and sometimes 
cured: in fifty per cent of cases whose 
treatment has progressed beyond the 
diagnostic state. States are spending from 
$60 to $100 to treat each patient.— The 
Clarion Call, September 2, 1946. . 


Destructive Foree of Drink.— “Every 
year I live increases my conviction that 
the use of intoxicating drinks is a greater 
destroying force to life and virtue than 
all other physical evils combined.”— 
Henry Ward Beecher, Clipsheet, October 


21, 1946. ' 


Canada’s Drink Bill—The United 
States is not the only country in North 
America which has a large drink bill. 
Last year (1945) Canada spent $373,000,- 
000 for alcoholic beverages. Although dry 


‘ sentiment is strong in Canada, it is hard 


for mere conviction to make headway 
against that much money says the Meth. 
odist Clip Sheet. 


For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


November 3 to 9 


Mon.—1 Peter 1:1-9. 
Power of Right Living. 
PRAYER, SuGGESTIONS: “Kept by the 
power of God through faith unto salva- 
tion ready to be revealed in the last 
time.” The tenses of salvation are three, 
“unto us which are saved” (past) (1 Cor. 
1:18); “we shall be saved by his life” 
(present) (Rom. 5:9, 10); “salvation 
ready to be revealed in the last time” 
(future) (1 Pet. 1:5). Has the Lord by 
faith begun a work of grace in you? If 
so He will perfect that which concerneth 
you. Have you on the Lord believed? 
Still there’s more to follow. Grace upon 
grace is the rule of your Saviour. Pray 


‘for White Light Mission, 355 Elliot St., 


Buffalo. 


Tues.—Daniel 1:1-8. 
The Purpose of Right Living. 
PRAYER SuccesTions: “Daniel purposed 
in his heart that he would not defile 
himself.” One of the evidences of re- 
generation is the disposition to be right 
with God and man, and to pursue that 
course. Thus Daniel had a purpose true 
and dared to make it known. In our 
times many professing Christians make 
everything of orthodox theology while 
they make -little or nothing of adorning 
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lism and Scripture distribution 
supported by Freewill offerings. 

Send for free Quarterly with 
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COPY WRITER 


Opportunity for capable young man or 
woman in promotion department of long- 
established Christian organization. Es- 
sential to have had experience in writi 
advertising copy for folders, booklets, 
sales letters, etc. Publicity and script- 
writing background helpful. Must have 
desire io pe part of *) mappa 
evangelical ministry; and is a real o - 
tunity for full-time Christian service-\ 
Write giving education, business and 
Christian experience. Room 626, The 
Sunday School Times, 325 North 13th 
Street, Philadelphia 5. . 
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the Gospel. in daily living. They are 
more sentimental than practical. How 
is it with you? Pray for the Union Gos- 
pel Mission, St. Paul, Minn, 
Wed.—Daniel 1:9-20. 
The Proof of Right Living. 
Prayer Svuccestions: “He requested 
. . that he might not defile himself” (v. 
8). Daniel took practical measures to 
carry out his God-awakened purpose to 
live a life undefiled.” This meant taking 
the difficult course of going against cus- 
tom. It meant abstaining from “fleshly 
lusts, which war against the soul.” It 
included self-denial. It meant that he 
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j 
ning with the crowd to the same excess 
of riot, and ‘meant being spoken’ against. 
What proof of your devotion to Christ do 
you give to sinful people? Pray for the 
Pacific Garden Mission, 650 S. State St., 
Chicago. 
Thurs.—1 Peter 3:8-17. 
Choices of Right Living. 

Prayer Succestions: “Having a good 
conscience; that, whereas they speak evil 
of you, as evildoers, they may be 
ashamed that falsely accuse your good 
conversation [manner of life] in Christ.” 
Truly converted people have experienced 
a change of choices. They love Christ 
and Christians. They hate sin and every- 
thing that grieves God. Their -choices 
are bent Godward. They cannot be sin- 
ning because they are born of God. If 
this is your case, God be praised; if not, 
pray the publican’s prayer: “God be 
merciful to me a sinner.” Pray for the 
Sunshine Gospel Misgion,,.604 N. Clark 
St., Chicago, 


Fri—41 Peter 4:1-10, 
Disciplines of Right Living. 
Prayer Succestions: “Be. 
and watch unto prayér. And above all 
things have fervent charity among-your- 
selves: for charity shall cover the mul- 
titude of sins.’ We seem to have lost 
the disciplines of life’ The old saints 
kept the body under. They lived by 
holy rules realizing that they were “un- 
der law to Christ.” Th¢y knew how to 
behave themselves in the house of God, 
which. is the pillar and ground of truth. 
How is it with you? Do you walk after 
the flesh or after the Spirit? Pray for 
the Union Gospel Mission, Washington, 
D. Cc. 
Sat.—1 Peter 4:12-19. 
The Trials of Right Living. 
Prayer Sutcestions: “If ye suffer for 
righteousness’ sake, happy are ye” (chap. 
3:14). The way of righteousriess is up 
hill and right through the enemies’ ter- 
ritory. We are obligated to go through 
tribulation on the road to ‘God. You 
have your choice of suffering for sin or 
for righteousness. If you stand up for 
Jesus as a good soldier of the cross you 
will be shot at by His enemies. You 
must suffer if you have the will to reign. 


. . sober, , 


Pray for Los Angeles Baptist Theological | 


Seminary, Los Angeles. 
Sun.—1 Peter 5:6-11. 
The Benediction of Right Living. 
Prayer Succestions: “The God of 
all grace, who hath called us unto his 
eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after 
that ye have suffered a while, make 
you perfect,’ stablish, strengthen, set- 
tle you.” Blessings shall be upon the 
head of the just. The call to Glory 
ig God’s call to suffer. Take courage 
from Christ’s sufferings; from those 
of His- apostles and martyrs who ran 
the race before you. Keep the bright 
reward for faithfulness in view. Keep 
looking unto Jesus. Pray for Fuller 
Theological Seminary, Box 989, Pasa- 
dena 19, Calif. 4 
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